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Mandela  freed  in 
South  Africa 

While  celebrating  Mandela  *s  release,  gay  South 
Africans  speculate  about  the  future  of  gay 
activism  in  their  country 


By  Laura  Briggs 

JOHANNESBURG  —  Nelson  Mandela, 
jailed  leader  of  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  (ANC),  a  South  African  anti-apart¬ 
heid  group,  was  unconditionally  released 
from  jail  Jan.  27  after  nearly  27  years.  His 
release  was  greeted  by  joyous  celebrations 
by  crowds  in  both  South  Africa  and  the  U.S. 
In  addition  to  their  enthusiasm  over 
Mandela’s  freedom,  gay  South  African  anti¬ 
apartheid  activists  expressed  cautious  op¬ 
timism  that  his  release  could  herald  a  new 


Simon  Nkoli 


era  in  gay  activism. 

“It’s  been  so  exciting,’’  said  Tseko  Simon 
Nkoli,  a  Black  gay  anti-apartheid  activist.  In 
a  telephone  interview  from  his  home  in  Jo¬ 
hannesburg,  Nkoli  told  GCN,  “For  three 
days  we’ve  been  celebrating  the  release  of 
Nelson  Mandela.”  Nkoli  spent  four  years  in 
prison  for  his  anti-apartheid  activities  and 
came  out  publicly  as  a  gay  man  when  he  was 
one  of  22  defendants  at  the  Delmas  treason 
trial.  Nkoli  was  acquitted  in  November  of 
1988. 

“For  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  we 
are  very  happy,”  said  Nkoli.  “Nelson  Man¬ 
dela  has  been  supported  by  every  member  of 
the  community,  including  gays  and  lesbians. 
Gays  will  be  part  of  the  program”  of  anti¬ 
apartheid  activism  in  the  future. 

Mandela  was  jailed  in  1963  by  the  South 
African  government  and  charged  with  trea¬ 
son  for  advocating  the  violent  overthrow  of 
the  white-minority  government.  Mandela’s 
release  followed  an  announcement  a  week 
earlier  by  President  F.  W.  de  Klerk  that  the 
ANC,  the  South  African  Communist  Party, 
the  Pan-Africanist  Congress,  and  all  other 
anti-apartheid  groups  in  South  Africa 
would  no  longer  be  banned. 

Mandela’s  unconditional  release  sharply 
contrasts  with  an  offer  five  years  ago  by  the 


South  African  government  to  release  him 
from  jail  provided  he  move  to  the  Transvaal 
and  renounce  violence  as  a  method  for  win¬ 
ning  the  liberation  of  Black  South  Africans. 

Nelson  Mandela’s  release  and  the  un-ban- 
ning  of  the  ANC  meet  two  of  the  key  de¬ 
mands  named  by  the  United  Democratic 
Front  (UDF)  and  the  ANC.  Other  demands 
remain,  including  the  lifting  of  the  state  of 
emergency  and  the  release  of  all  other  politi¬ 
cal  prisoners.  Mandela  has  said  in  public 
statements  that  the  changes  in  South  Africa 
should  in  no  way  signal  other  countries, 
such  as  the  U.S.,  to  lift  economic  sanctions. 

Echoing  that  sentiment,  Nkoli  said,  “We 
shouldn’t  really  relax  the  struggle.  At  this 
time,  we  really  must  intensify  the  struggle. 
Only  77  political  prisoners  are  going  —  but 
the  people  who  have  been  convicted  of  trea¬ 
son  are  not  going  to  be  released.” 

Nkoli  said  that  he  was  hopeful  that 
Nelson  Mandela  is  a  leader  who  could  be 
responsive  to  gay  and  lesbian  concerns. 
“Like  other  African  men,  he  may  not  im¬ 
mediately  understand  the  issue.  But  he  is  an 
educated  man,  and  a  lawyer  —  a  lawyer  for 
human  rights.  I  do  believe  that  he  will  sup¬ 
port  us,”  he  said.  Nkoli  also  expressed  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  ability  of  gay  and  lesbian  anti¬ 
apartheid  activists  to  organize  in  their  own 
interest. 

Nkoli  said  he  thought  the  political  posi¬ 
tion  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  within  the  anti¬ 
apartheid  movement  was  improving.  He 
said  that  on  December  8,  for  the  first  time, 
the  UDF  invited  delegates  from  two  gay 
groups  to  participate  in  a  meeting.  Both 
Nkoli’s  group.  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Wit- 
watersrand  (GLOW)  and  the  Cape  Town 
group.  Organization  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Activities,  sent  representatives  to  the 
meeting. 

At  that  meeting,  according  to  Nkoli,  who 
attended  as  a  delegate  from  GLOW,  the 
UDF  approved  a  resolution  urging  medical 
organizations  to  work  with  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  on  AIDS  issues.  The  UDF  also 
agreed  to  adopt  the  Organization  of  African 
Unity  Declaration  (a  human  rights  state¬ 
ment),  to  oppose  the  Group  Areas  Act,  and 
to  struggle  for  the  lifting  of  the  state  of 
emergency. 

The  UDF  had  also  adopted  resolutions  to 
fight  for  the  release  of  Nelson  Mandela  and 
all  political  prisoners,  and  the  un-banning  of 
the  ANC.  Said  Nkoli,  laughing,  “I  guess 
we’re  doing  pretty  well  on  that.” 

Sulaiman  Mohammed,  another  gay  anti¬ 
apartheid  activist  and  a  refugee  living  in 
Toronto,  told  GCN  that  he  is  optimistic 
about  possible  negotiations  for  a  new  South 
African  constitution  extending  political 
rights  to  Black  people  in  that  country. 
“Hopefully,  if  they  sit  down  to  form  a  con¬ 
stitution,  they  can’t  exclude  women  and  gay 
people,”  he  said,  adding  that  he  believes 
“the  ANC  has  always  been  pro-gay.” 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Distnct  Attorney  into  possible 
hancial  irapropneties  or  the  use  of 
|lse  ilocumentstion  by  Covenant 
eoffictaU. 

I  Yesterday.  State  Attorney  General 
'  ert  .Abrams,  whose  office  has  juris* 
[ction  over  charitable  organizarkms  in 
*  York,  said  he.  too.  had  opened  a 
breliminary  inquiry.”  ic  December, 
ko  the  firunces  Covenant  House. 
iMr  Abrams's  spokesman,  Timothy 
flies,  said  the  Attorney  General  would 
icide  whether  a  full  investigation  is 
krranted  after  inspecting  a  recent 
'venant  House  audit  by  the  account* 

:  firm  of  Deloitie  Haskins  &  Sells. 

Gilles  said  a  review  of  Covenant 
‘  annual  reports  had  turned  up 
|othing  suspicious.” 

e  church  inquiry,  reported  yester* 
|y  in  The  New  York  Times,  focuses  on 
nations  made  by  Darryl  J.  Basstle, 
j31*year*old  Ithaca.  N.Y..  man.  Mr. 
Issile  cold  a  Franciscan  investigator 
it  week  chat,  when  he  was  at  Cove* 
mt  House  in  his  mid*teens,  Father 
Iter  drew  him  into  a  sexual  relation* 


reiterated  that  Father  Ritter  was  not 
given  an  alternative. 

Father  Ritter  was  not  present  at  a 
meeting  yesterday  of  Father 
McHugh's  council.  Father  McHugh's 
directive  was  read  to  him  over  the  lele* 
phone. 

Covenant  House,  founded  by  Fathe 
Ritter  in  1968.  now  serves  about  25. 
youths  a  year  at  17  centers  in 
United  States,  Canada  and  Latin  A 


The  priest  says 
he  needs  ‘to  de 


allegation  was 
New  York  Post 
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in  New 
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with  the  pers 
stress.’ 


tea.  Almost  all  of  us  $8. 
budget  —  three  times  w 
Government  spends  o 
grams  —  is  contribui 


Image  of  Covenant  Hou 
Is  Eroded  by  Sex  Char 

I/m'  fi'floMiMi*  rirfil  h’  hfisrrf  on  firig  hy  Rnfph  Bfumen 
IVrIcvfiMfl  M.  A,  l  oibfroml  wns  \vMlf<>nby  Mr.  Hlumentfui 


Iwn  nionihs  ;iflor  ( ovrnnnt 
Hoii'tr  iiM  kfti  hv  ill'iiaiHms 
of  soxu.il  misKindiiu  kvi'lrd 

agjiinsi  itt  (111111(101  .-Mid  mijilitiu 

spirit,  the  R''v.  Him  Ritu*r.  iho 
iiaiion  s  I;iig'“5i  sliflp'i  program 
for  runaway  youngsins  is  stiug* 
pimp  lo  sioin  nn  iMosi»*ii  <if  sup 
purl  auufi  tvulrump  innuiiics  hy 
stair  .'uul  rhur<  h  aulhoi  ilirs. 

Mu*  allopaijons,  hy  a  former 
Covrn.anl  House  rrsidoiil  vsho  ar¬ 
rived  fhc  f»2  year  old  jiiiesi  of 
piovidinp  pifl.s  in  roimn  foi  sex 
ual  favms.  imichod  off  an  investi* 
pillion,  now  being  (•on<Uu’l**d  hy 
Ihe  Manhalt.in  DisH  i<  l_AiU*i  ney. 
Hte's  assertions  were 
l^e  New  York  Post  on 
site  called  Father  Rit* 

1  the  Franciscan  order 
I  complaint 
T  had  warned  that 
ht  surface  in  the  wake 
legations.  But  .Mr.  Bas* 
ned  hts  complaints 
Ritter  to  an  Ithaca  psy* 

■ginning  in  Apnl  1989. 

Ilf  year  before  Mr.  Kite 
1  Handwritten  notes  of 
Daniel  Matusiewicz, 

I  he  had  telephoned 
Minister  Provincial. 

i*.  r;tv 


were  sexually  involved  with 
ilicr  Riiier  as  minors,  years  ai 
Hui  ihe  Dislrirt  Attorney's  inve. 
lipaiion  does  not  concern  posslhl 
sexual  misconduct  In  those  case; 
bernu.so  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  expired.  Mr.  Kite's  allcga 
tions  concern  events  Just  last 
year,  when  he  was  an  adult. 

Ihe  Franciscan  panel  Is  not 
bound  hy  the  statute  of  limitations 
in  considering  sexual  miscondiipl 
allegations. 

After  (he  initial  allegations  by 
Mr,  Kile  became  public,  John 
Cardinal  O’Connor,  the  Arch* 

.M^bnn_nf_New  .Yofk.jiald  he  h.id 

James  J.  Hametl.  the 

about  1973.  when  he  said  the  rela-  officer  of  Covenant 

tionship  took  place. 
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New  Details 

False  Records 


I  Another  discrepancy 
I  Covenant  House  expenditures 
IKile. 

."Mr.  Hametl  said  Covenant 
spent  $9,800  on  Mr.  Kite,  all  f 
counted  for  m  organization  reco 
Mr.  Kite  said  he  has  told  pros 
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after  a  brief  meeting  at  Covenant  I  hshed  an  article  by  Philip  No 

f  House  in  New  Orleans  last  February.  1  etudma  what  Mr.  Nobile  said  > 


Arts  funds  for  gay 
projects  still  in  jeopardy 

The  NEA  awards  money  to  three  lesbian  poets,  but 
questions  about  censorship  and  restrictions  continue 


Please  be  aware  that  the  appropriations 
act  for  fiscal  1990  which  provides  funding 
for  the  Arts  Endowment  states  that:  "None 
of  the  funds  authorized  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  National  Endo  wment  for  the  Arts ... 
may  be  used  to  promote,  disseminate,  or 
produce  materials  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  ... 
may  be  considered  obscene,  including  but 
not  limited  to,  depictions  of  sadomasoch¬ 
ism,  homo-eroticism,  the  sexual  exploita¬ 
tion  of  children,  or  individuals  engaged  in 
sex  acts  and  which,  when  taken  as  a  whole, 
do  not  have  serious  literary,  artistic, 
political  or  scientific  value.  ” 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  Since  Congress  pass¬ 
ed  censorship  legislation  in  October  of  last 
year  that  restricted  the  use  of  federal  arts 
funding,  lesbian  and  gay  artists  —  and  arts 
communities  in  general  —  have  received 
mixed  messages  from  the  National  Endow¬ 
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ment  for  the  Arts  (NEA),  the  organization 
responsible  for  distributing  federal  money 
to  support  art.  While  some  art  that  would 
undoubtedly  offend  homophobic  legislator 
Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  has  been  funded,  re¬ 
strictions  on  money  and  the  NEA’s  shifting 
public  stance  have  raised  questions  about 
the  organization’s  willingness  to  fund  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  or  otherwise  controversial  art. 

In  November  of  1989,  the  month  after  the 
censorial  funding  legislation  was  passed,  a 
clear  message  was  sent  from  newly  appoint¬ 
ed  NEA  chair  John  Frohnmayer.  He  yanked 
NEA  funds  from  “Witnesses:  Against  Our 
Vanishing,”  an  exhibition  featuring  work 


about  AIDS  at  New  York’s  Artists  Space. 
After  huge  public  outcry  over  the  decision 
—  including  conductor  Leonard  Bernstein’s 
refusal  to  attend  a  White  House  ceremony  in 
his  honor  —  Frohnmayer  gave  back  the 
money,  but  with  a  stipulation.  He  said  NEA 
funds  could  not  be  used  to  print  the  show’s 
catalogue,  which  contained  the  essay  by  ar¬ 
tist  and  PWA  David  Wojnarowicz  that  had 
caused  Frohnmayer  to  pull  the  funds  in  the 
first  place. 

Wojnarowicz’  scathing  essay  attacked, 
among  others.  Helms,  his  homophobic  col¬ 
league  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.),  and 
New  York’s  Cardinal  O’Connor,  calling  the 
latter  a  “fat  cannibal  from  that  house  of 
walking  swastikas.”  Despite  the  overt  cen¬ 
sorship  of  Wojnarowicz’  work  in  the  Artists 
Space  show,  a  retrospective  of  his  work  ap¬ 
pearing  in  Normal,  Ill.  was  funded  —  essay 
included  —  by  the  NEA.  The  show’s  cura¬ 
tor,  Barry  Blinderman,  told  the  Village 
Voice  earlier  this  month  that  “no  one  from 
the  NEA  has  contacted  me.” 

Frameline,  a  gay  and  lesbian  media  arts 
organization  that  produces  San  Francisco’s 
gay  and  lesbian  film  festival,  got  a  message 
similar  to  the  one  sent  to  the  Artists  Space 
folks.  In  response  to  a  grant  proposal  to 
help  fund  the  festival,  the  group  recently 
received  $9,000  from  the  NEA.  But  unlike 
previous  years  when  NEA  has  funded 
Frameline,  this  time  the  NEA  told  Frame¬ 
line  the  money  was  for  administrative  costs 
only. 

When  asked  whether  the  NEA  had  men¬ 
tioned  the  new  restrictions  as  the  reason  for 
limiting  the  grant.  Frameline  Executive 
Director  Linda  Farin  said  “The  proposal 
was  to  fund  the  festival....  They  didn’t  say 
anything  about  it,  but  one  can  assume  that ’s 
what  was  going  on.” 

In  January,  the  NEA  announced  this 
year’s  recipients  of  its  Creative  Writing 

Continued  on  page  1 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  have  spoken  out  against  [Clause  28] 
and  marched  against  it,  but  nothing  can 
change  until  Thatcher  is  out  —  she’ll  have 
about  two  more  years,  and  1  do  not  believe 
she  can  win  another  election.  However,  the 
end  of  Thatcher  is  not  the  end  of  our  prob¬ 
lems.  The  danger,  as  far  as  Clause  28  is  con¬ 
cerned,  is  that  by  then  the  gay  population 
may  be  used  to  that  legislation,  and  they 
may  become  so  pleased  by  a  change  of  gov¬ 
ernment  that  they  don’t  immediately  lobby 
it  and  demand  an  end  to  the  anti-gay  legisla¬ 
tion. 

“People  by  and  large  want  a  more  liberal 
government,  but  a  more  liberal  government 
than  Thatcher’s  will  still  not  necessarily  be 
fair-minded  toward  the  gay  population.... 
Gay  people  must  not  become  complacent, 
they  must  remain  politically  active.’’ 

—  British  actress  Glenda  Jackson,  in  a  re¬ 
cent  interview  in  the  New  York  Native. 
Jackson,  who  in  her  nearly  30-year  show 
business  career  has  played  many  strong 
women  characters  and  been  awarded  two 
Best  Actress  Oscars,  also  said  she  feels  that 
gay  male  writers  write  better  female  charac¬ 
ters  as  well  as  better  stories  in  general.  Jack- 
son  added  that  she  likes  working  with  gay 
actors  because  they  aren  ‘t  threatened  by  her 
and  because  their  acting  is  more  "open.  ” 
"Just  look  at  John  Wayne  or  Clint 
Eastwood,  ”  she  said,  "from  their  perfor¬ 
mances  you’d  know  they’re  not  gay. 
They’re  so  wooden.  ’’ 

A  kiss  is  just  a  kiss 

COBOURG,  Ontario  —  In  the  process  of 
falling  in  love,  Colleen  and  Jill  were  taking  a 
romantic  stroll  along  the  shores  of  Lake  On¬ 
tario  on  Dec.  24  last  year.  As  they  embraced 
and  kissed  for  the  first  time,  they  noticed  a 
photographer  in  the  distance.  According  to 
GO  Info,  the  two  women  joked  about  the 
possibility  of  their  romantic  moment  being 
printed  in  a  local  newspaper. 

Two  days  later,  a  picture  of  two  lovers  in 
an  embrace,  but  with  their  backs  to  the 
camera,  appeared  in  the  Cobourg  Daily 
Star.  The  caption  read,  “Quiet  moment  — 
Cobourg’s  harbour  was  the  setting  for  this 
tender  scene  between  two  sweethearts.  The 
icy  weather  has  turned  the  water  into  a  sea 
of  snowdrifts.” 

Jill’s  mother  noticed  the  “lovely”  picture 
and  showed  it  to  her  daughter,  who  had  not 
come  out  to  her  family.  The  photo  both  in¬ 
itiated  Jill’s  coming  out  process  (“They’re 
adjusting  pretty  well,”  she  said),  and  sealed 
the  couple’s  anniversary  date,  Dec.  24, 
1989. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Gay  priest  forced 
out  of  ministry 


Bishop  Spong  ordained  Williams,  Dec.  16 


HOBOKEN,  N.J.  —  An  openly  gay 
Episcopal  priest  who  was  just  ordained  here 
last  December  has  resigned  as  head  of  a  gay 
ministry  because  of  remarks  he  made  about 
celibacy  and  monogamy.  According  to  the 
New  York  Times,  the  Rev.  Robert  J. 
Williams’  right  to  serve  as  a  priest  has 
already  been  suspended. 

Williams,  who  was  ordained  amidst  a  fan¬ 
fare  of  publicity  last  Dec.  16  (see  GCN,  Jan. 
7),  was  asked  to  give  up  his  position  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Oasis,  a  ministry  serving  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  after  saying  he  “can’t  say  any¬ 
thing  gocxl  about  celibacy.  1  think  it  comes 
out  of  a  sex-negative  philosophy.” 
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Williams  made  his  comments  in  a  Detroit 
church  last  month.  In  addition  to  chastising 
celibacy,  Williams  also  said  that  monogamy 
“is  not  a  requirement  for  a  valid  marriage. 
The  bottom  line  for  me  is  that  sexual  exclu¬ 
sivity  is  an  option  a  couple  may  or  may  not 
choose  as  a  part  of  making  covenant  to¬ 
gether....  1  am  more  concerned  with  faith¬ 
fulness  than  monogamy.”  Williams  was 
also  chided  for  implying  that,  like  anyone. 
Mother  Theresa  would  be  better  off  if  she 
engaged  in  sexual  activity. 

Following  publication  of  Williams’  re¬ 
marks,  Bishop  John  S.  Spong  of  the  Newark 
Diocese  demanded  Williams’  resignation, 
saying,  “the  tragedy  is  that  we  hurt  the  very 
people  we  were  trying  to  help.”  Spong,  con¬ 
sidered  a  radical  in  the  Episcopal  church, 
personally  championed  Williams’  right  to  be 
a  priest  and,  in  fact,  ordained  Williams  and 
appointed  him  head  of  the  Oasis.  “I  can 
handle  my  enemies;  it’s  my  friends  I  have 
trouble  with,”  he  said. 

Spong  suspended  Williams’  right  to  serve 
as  a  priest  pending  an  investigation  into 
possible  fraud  during  the  screening  process 
that  led  to  the  ordination.  The  bishop  said 
that  the  standing  committee  and  the  com¬ 
mission  on  ministry  will  review  their  initial 
decision  favoring  Williams’  ordination. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

NOW  seeks  lesbian 
input  in  upcoming 
conference 

WASHINGTON  —  Lesbians  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  submit  workshop  proposals  for 
the  National  Organization  for  Women’s 
(NOW)  1990  National  Conference  in  San 
Francisco. 

Although  proposals  on  all  subjects  are 
welcome,  NOW  is  especially  interested  in 
four  topics:  the  impact  of  the  AIDS  move¬ 
ment  on  other  lesbian  rights  issues,  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  lesbian  rights  into  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  abortion  rights  activists,  legal 
strategies  to  further  the  right  of  privacy,  and 
issues  of  importance  to  lesbians  of  color. 

The  conference  will  be  held  June  29- July 
1.  The  deadline  for  workshop  proposals  is 
March  1.  For  more  information,  contact 
Nancy  Buermeyer  or  Pam  Hughes  at  (202) 
331-0066. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay  writers  gather 
on  the  west  coast 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Out/Look,  a 
quarterly  lesbian  and  gay  journal,  will  spon¬ 
sor  “the  first-ever  national  lesbian  and  gay 
writers  conference”  here  March  3-4. 

Among  the  confirmed  participants  of 
Out/Write  ’90  are  Sarah  Schulman,  Dennis 
Cooper,  Pat  Califia,  Thom  Gunn,  Marilyn 
Hacker,  Michael  Nava,  Jewelle  Gomez, 
John  Preston,  Dorothy  Allison,  Kevin  Kill¬ 
ian,  George  Stambolian,  Barbara  Wilson, 
Essex  Hemphill  and  Tee  Corinne.  Allen 
Ginsberg  and  Judy  Grahn  will  be  the  key¬ 
note  speakers  at  the  conference,  which  will 
also  feature  panels  and  workshops  of  in¬ 
terest  to  gay  and  lesbian  writers,  editors  and 
literary  agents. 

General  registration  is  $40  for  both  days 
of  $20  for  either  Saturday  or  Sunday.  For 
more  information,  write  to  Out/Write  ’90, 
c/o  Out/Look-Coniexence,  2940  16th  St., 
Suite  319,  San  Francisco,  CA,  94103. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay  men  tortured 
J  in  Romania 

HUNGARY  —  Following  the  toppling  of 
Nicholae  Ceausescu’s  regime  in  nearby  Ro¬ 
mania,  gay  activists  here  are  now  speaking 
out  against  atrocities  committed  against  gay 
men  under  Ceausescu.  Since  the  the  revolu¬ 
tion  against  the  Romanian  dictator  began 
Dec.  17,  activists  too  afraid  to  come  for¬ 
ward  before  have  said  that  for  the  past  two 
years  gay  men  have  been  arrested,  inter¬ 
rogated  and  tortured,  according  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

Laszlo  Rusvai  and  Sandor  Borsos  publish 
a  new  gay  paper  in  Hungary,  MAS,  and  are 
members  of  the  international  committee  of 
HOMEROS  Lambda.  Rusvai  and  Borsos 
interviewed  three  gay  men  who  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  in  Romania  and  subsequently  escaped 
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to  Hungary.  They  said  that  although  the 
men  had  originally  described  the  arrests  and 
torture  in  graphic  detail  for  publication  in 
the  newspaper,  they  later  decided  to  with¬ 
hold  the  interview  out  of  fear  of  retribution. 

Rusvai  and  Borsos  said  the  initial  crack¬ 
down  began  in  the  western  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  near  the  city  of  Arad.  Men  who  were  ar¬ 
rested  were  forced  to  name  and  give  ad¬ 
dresses  of  other  gay  men,  who  were  then 
also  arrested.  Once  in  jail,  said  Rusvai,  “the 
police  would  tie  two  of  the  gays  together 
around  a  large  stick,  then  place  the  stick  on 
two  desktops  not  very  far  apart,  and  then 
rotate  it  like  a  barbecue,  all  the  time  beating 
them.  They  called  it  ‘the  grill.’ 

“Besides  the  beatings  and  torture,”  he 
said,  “they  were  made  to  have  sex  with  each 
other  in  the  presence  of  guards  who  took 
photographs  of  it.” 

Borsos  said  that  over  100  men  had  been 
tortured  and  arrested  over  the  last  two 
years.  “Some  of  them  committed  suicide  by 
jumping  out  of  the  prison  windows,”  he 
said. 

□  Debbie  Rich 

Gay  group  forms  on 
the  Cape 

BREWSTER,  Mass.  —  About  200  people 
from  the  greater  Cape  Cod  area  came  to¬ 
gether  Jan.  27  to  celebrate  the  passage  of  the 
state’s  gay  rights  bill  and  to  form  a  new  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  organization.  Among  the 
goals  of  the  new  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Issues  and  Concerns,  representing  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  Cape  and  Islands  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  will  be  combating  anti-gay  violence 
and  hostility  and  organizing  outreach  ser¬ 
vices  in  churches  and  schools.  The  group 
will  also  be  working  against  the  gay  rights 
law  repeal  effort.  For  more  information, 
call  (508)  771-1727. 

□  Carrie  Wofford 

Anti-gay  group  gets 
enough  referendum 
signatures 

BOSTON  —  Sponsors  of  a  referendum 
on  the  Massachusetts  gay  rights  law  an¬ 
nounced  Feb.  12  that  they  have  enough  sig¬ 
natures  to  place  a  referendum  on  the  1990 
btdlot.  The  repeal  referendum  still  appears 
likely  to  lose  a  constitutional  challenge  to  its 
validity  as  a  topic  for  a  referendum. 

According  to  Massachusetts  Secretary  of 
State  Michael  Connelly’s  office.  Citizens  for 
Family  First  collected  45,212  valid  signa¬ 
tures,  well  above  the  25,000  necessary  for  a 
referendum. 

In  order  for  the  referendum  to  be  on  the 
ballot,  the  anti-gay  organization  must  win  a 
legal  appeal  against  Attorney  General  James 
Shannon  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(SJC)  level.  According  to  Kevin  Cathcart  of 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders,  the  case  is  likely  to  be  heard  at  the 
beginning  of  April  and  a  decision  might  not 
be  rendered  until  early  summer. 

Said  Cathcart,  “I  am  cautiously  op¬ 
timistic  that  we  will  win  at  the  SJC,  but  I’m 
not  saying  that’s  a  sure  thing.  We  have  to 
begin  to  organize  as  if  there  will  be  a  referen¬ 
dum.” 

According  to  Arline  Isaacson  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  a  broad  mobilization  of  gay  civil 
rights  supporters  is  needed.  “We  will  have 
to  put  our  differences  aside  —  every  gay  and 
lesbian  organization  that’s  ever  worked  on 
the  bill  will  have  to  work  on  this.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

FDA  approves  new 
drug 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  approved  a  new  drug  to 
treat  two  AlDS-related  opportunistic  infec¬ 
tions  Jan.  29,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

The  drug,  fluconazole,  is  an  anti-viral  us¬ 
ed  to  treat  cryptococcal  meningitis,  a  serious 
brain  infection,  and  candidiasis,  an  infec¬ 
tion  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  Candidiasis  is 
also  known  as  thrush,  a  condition  present  in 
most  people  with  advanced  AIDS. 

Ray  Schmidt  of  ACT  UP/Boston  said 
that  prior  to  the  FDA’s  approval,  flucona¬ 
zole  has  been  available  on  a  very  limited 
basis  from  Pfizer,  the  drug’s  manufacturer. 


Schmidt  told  GCN  that  it  seems  to  have 
fewer  side  effects  than  amphotericine  B,  the 
primary  drug  which  has  been  used  to  treat 
meningitis. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times  the 
drug  will  be  supplied  by  Pfizer  Inc.  to 
wholesalers  by  Feb.  16. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Lesbian  conference 
plans  continue 

ATLANTA  —  Plans  for  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference,  to  be  held  here  in  1991 , 
continue  to  be  laid  as  an  interim  committee 
met  last  week  to  decide  who  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Steering  Committee  for  the 
conference.  In  addition  to  hammering  out 
the  details  of  representation,  the  group 
formed  a  hiring  committee  for  two  full-time 
conference  staff  positions. 

Ayofemi  Faloyan,  a  member  of  the  inter¬ 
im  steering  committee  who  attended  the 
Feb.  2-4  meeting  in  Atlanta,  told  GCN  the 
first  full  meeting  of  the  Steering  Committee 
will  take  place  this  spring  in  the  midwest,  in 
conjunction  with  the  third  and  final  nation¬ 
al  organizing  meeting.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  22, 
1989.)  The  Steering  Committee  will  be  made 
up  of  regional  representatives,  as  well  as 
representatives  of  various  constituencies 
and  national  organizations. 

The  two  staff  members  who  will  be  hired 
are  an  organizer/activist,  who  will  work 
with  the  Steering  Committee  to  coordinate 
the  Conference,  and  a  fundraiser  who  will 
coordinate  national  fundraising.  Both  staf¬ 
fers  will  work  out  of  the  conference  organiz¬ 
ing  office  in  Atlanta,  which  is  scheduled  to 
open  in  April.  Both  jobs  are  for  one  year 
(beginning  March  26)  and  pay  $16-20,0(X). 
To  apply,  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 
Hiring  Committee,  National  Lesbian  Con¬ 
ference,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Albany,  NY  12203. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Les/gay  Arabic 
groups  growing 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  Arabic  origin  or  descent  have  been 
forming  a  national  network  through  visible 
organizations  here  and  in  Washington,  D.C. 
for  over  a  year.  The  D.C.-based  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Arabic  Society  of  the  U.S.  (GLAS), 
which  describes  itself  as  “the  first  such 
group  in  the  world  —  including  the  Middle 
East,”  is  looking  for  members  and  other 
people  interested  in  gay  Arab  issues. 

According  to  Ramzi  Zakharia,  a  GLAS 
founder,  the  group  “provides  Arab  men 
and  women  with  a  support  network  and  a 
vehicle  for  gay  Arab  visibility.”  Zakharia,  a 
Palestinian  gay  man  born  and  raised  in  Leb¬ 
anon,  said  the  organization  sponsors  social 
events,  provides  AIDS  education  and  out¬ 
reach,  and  publishes  a  newsletter. 

In  San  Francisco,  the  Arabic  Lesbian  Net¬ 
work  (ALN)  formed  last  year  and  continues 
to  grow.  Palestinian-American  lesbian 
Huda  Jadalla  told  GCN  that  partly  out  of 
the  successful  organizing  of  Arabic  lesbians, 
both  a  mixed-gender  Arabic  group  —  called 
the  Arabic  Lesbian  and  Gay  Network 
(ALGN)  —  and  a  separate  men’s  group  were 
recently  formed.  Like  GLAS,  one  of 
ALGN’s  primary  goals  is  outreach  and  sup¬ 
port. 

In  addition  to  “breaking  the  isolation”  of 
lesbian  and  gay  Arabs,  the  groups  also  seek 
visibility  and  to  educate  their  communities. 
“We  seek  to  be  visible  within  the  Arab  com¬ 
munity  as  lesbians  and  gay  men,”  said  Jad¬ 
alla.  “We  try  to  dispel  the  myths  and  the 
stereotypes  and  to  be  a  bridge  between  those 
groups.” 

Jadalla  said  that  although  the  growing 
network  includes  Arabic  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  around  the  country,  she  knows  of 
no  organized  groups  other  than  those  in  San 
Francisco  and  Washington.  She  said  efforts 
have  been  made  to  start  such  a  group  in  New 
York,  however. 

For  information  about  GLAS,  write  to: 
The  Arabic  Society,  P.O.  Box  4971,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20008.  To  contact  the  lesbian, 
gay  or  mixed  Arabic  groups  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  write  to  P.O.  Box  460526,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


Bush  rudely  greeted  by 
coalition  of  activists 


LOS  ANGELES  —  More  than  1000  activists  from  the  AIDS,  Central  America  and  pro-choice  movements 
disrupted  a  Republican  fundraising  dinner  held  at  the  opulent  Century  Plaza  here  Feb.  6.  President  George 
Bush  and  California  Governor  George  Deukmejian  attended  the  event  to  support  and  raise  money  for  Sen. 
Pete  Wilson  (R-Calif.),  who  is  running  for  governor  in  the  wake  of  Deukmejian’s  departure.  The 
demonstration  was  billed  as  an  attempt  to  “Stop  GOP  Death  Squads”  in  the  U.S.  and  Central  America. 

Gunther  Freehill  told  GCN  that  the  demonstration  was  put  together  by  “a  real  coalition  of  very  different 
people.”  Freehill,  who  is  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Los  Angeles,  praised  the  cooperation  among  activists  from 
various  movements,  saying  that  everyone  was  “willing  to  use  the  same  tactics  to  show  that  George  Bush  is 
killing  people  in  El  Salvador  because  of  his  policies  on  Central  America,  and  killing  people  in  the  U.S. 
because  of  his  anti-abortion  sunce  and  the  woeful  underfunding  of  the  AIDS  crisis.” 

The  event  was  organized  by  ACT  UP/Los  Angeles  and  Days  of  Decision,  a  coalition  of  local  groups 
organized  against  U.l  intervention  in  Central  America. 

Tactics  used  by  the  protesters  included  actions  both  inside  and  outside  the  hotel.  Inside,  six  activists  in¬ 
filtrated  the  dinner,  without  paying  the  $1000  ticket  price,  and  shook  up  the  Republican  party  several  times. 
One  inside  protester  was  arrested.  She  was  released  the  next  day  and  was  not  formally  charged. 

Meanwhile,  demonstrators  chanted  and  picketed  outside,  bringing  some  guests  to  their  balconies.  (One 
man  reportedly  hung  a  banner  from  his  balcony  that  read  “Bush  kills  People  with  AIDS,  Women,  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Americans.”)  Protesters  wore  “dinner  napkins”  with  pictures  of  the  AIDS  quilt  and  of  Salvadoreans 
killed  by  the  U.S.  funded  government  and  chanted  “Money  for  AIDS,  not  for  war,  U.S  out  of  El  Salvador." 

Eventually,  the  protesters  left  the  hotel  courtyard  and  turned  to  the  street,  leading  to  an  impromptu  die- 
in.  After  about  an  hour,  and  mild  confrontations  with  Los  Angeles  police  officers,  demonstrators  were 
given  an  order  to  disperse  within  five  minutes.  As  the  protesters  attempted  to  get  out  of  the  street,  police 
arrested  eight  people  who  could  not  find  room  on  the  sidewalk.  All  were  charged  with  failure  to  disperse. 
Freehill  told  GCN  that  two  of  the  arrestees  were  East  Germans  who  were  visiting  the  United  States. 

Kelly  Gaines 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Lesbian  prof  wins  latest 
round  in  Berkeley  battle 

A  Judge  upholds  Merle  Woo ’s  refusal  to  undergo 
psychiatric  tests 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  In  the  latest  round 
of  the  ongoing  employment  struggle  be¬ 
tween  Asian  American  socialist  feminist 
Merle  Woo  and  the  University  of  California 


Merle  Woo 


at  Berkeley  (UCB),  a  judge  told  the  universi¬ 
ty  that  its  motion  to  require  Woo  to  undergo 
psychiatric  examination  was  “abusive  and 
frivolous,”  according  to  the  Merle  Woo 
Defense  Committee. 

UCB  requested  the  examination  as  part  of 
the  “discovery”  process  in  a  state  lawsuit 
Woo  filed  to  enforce  an  arbitrator’s  ruling 
that  Woo  be  reinstated  by  UCB  (see  GCN, 
Dec.  3  and  March  12,  1989).  Woo  refused  to 
submit  to  the  examination,  calling  UCB’s 
request  an  abuse  of  the  discovery  process. 


which  allows  both  sides  in  a  legal  suit  to 
gather  information  for  their  cases. 

Woo  told  GCN  that  UCB  attempted  to 
drop  the  motion  after  Alameda  Superior 
Court  Judge  Dawn  Girard  issued  a  prelim¬ 
inary  ruling  in  Woo’s  favor  January  24. 
“The  decision  shows  people  we  don’t  have 
to  be  afraid  of  the  law,”  said  Woo,  adding 
that  the  Defense  Committee  had  prepared 
the  legal  briefs  for  the  case  themselves, 
without  the  aid  of  a  lawyer. 

Woo  said  she  thought  it  was  important  to 
fight  UCB  instead  of  submitting  to  the  psy¬ 
chiatric  test  in  part  to  set  an  example  for 
other  UC  employees  who  might  fear  retribu¬ 
tion  if  they  filed  a  grievance.  By  requesting 
the  examination,  said  Woo,  “UCB  sent  the 
message  that  ‘If  you  start  to  fight  back, 
we’re  going  to  put  you  on  trial  instead.’  ” 

Woo’s  case  against  the  university  began  in 
1982,  when  she  was  denied  reappointment 
to  her  position  in  the  Asian  American 
studies  department  where  she  was  a  lecturer. 
Woo  filed  state  and  federal  lawsuits  against 
UCB,  charging  discrimination  based  on 
race,  sex,  sexual  orientation  and  political 
ideology.  Woo  reached  a  settlement  with 
UCB  in  1984,  only  to  be  fired  again  in  1986. 
The  grievance  she  filed  at  that  time  was  set¬ 
tled  in  February  of  1989  when  an  arbitrator 
ruled  that  UCB  had  to  reinstate  Woo  with 
full  back  pay  and  benefits. 

Despite  the  arbitrator’s  ruling  a  year  ago. 
Woo  has  yet  to  be  reappointed.  She  said  the 
offer  UCB  made  last  summer  was  not  accep¬ 
table  because  it  was  not  in  her  fields  of  ex- 
Continued  on  page  10 


Historic  symposium  on 
lesbian  writers  of  color 

Barbara  Smith  moderates  a  panel  featuring  Jewelle 
Gomez,  Chrystos,  Merle  Woo  and  Luz  Maria 
Umpierre-Herrera 


By  Alycee  j.  Lane 

SANTA  BARBARA,  Calif.  —  Gathering 
at  what  Black  lesbian  feminist  activist  Bar¬ 
bara  Smith  hailed  as  “an  historic  event,” 
over  75  women  and  men  converged  on  the 
University  of  California-Santa  Barbara 
campus  February  3  for  a  Lesbians  of  Color 
Writers  Symposium. 

The  .symposium  —  conceptualized  and 
moderated  by  Smith  who  was  serving  as  a 
visiting  UC  Regent  lecturer  —  featured 
writers  Jewelle  Gomez,  Chrystos,  Merle 
Woo,  and  Luz  Maria  Umpierre-Herrera. 

“Lesbians  of  color  writers  are  often  in  the 
forefront  of  movements  to  eradicate  sexual 
oppression,”  declared  Smith,  “yet  we  are 
generally  excluded  from  conferences  on 
women’s  oppression”  due  to  racism  and 
homophobia.  The  symposium  is  “an  histor¬ 
ic  event  because  never  before  has  such  a 
gathering  been  convened  —  at  least  not  to 
my  knowledge.” 

Each  of  the  writers  took  turns  addressing 
why  she  writes  and  what  influences  her 
writing. 

“The  breakthrough  moment  for  me  in 
terms  of  my  writing,”  claimed  African 
American  poet  Jewelle  Gomez,  “was  seeing 
Ntozake  Shange’s  For  Colored  Girls....  It 
was  then  that  I  realized  that  1  could  write 
about  women,  and  once  1  realized  this,  1 
couldn’t  stop  writing.” 

Gomez  is  the  author  of  two  poetry  collec¬ 
tions,  The  Lipstick  Papers  apd  Flamingoes 
and  Bears,  and  is  currently  the  assistant 
director  of  the  literature  program  for  the 
New  York  State  Council  on  the  Arts.  Her 


desire  to  write,  she  said,  was  inspired  by  the 
stories  her  grandmother  told  while  combing 
her  hair.  “We  have  to  pass  our  stories  down 
from  generation  to  generation.  This  is  the 
only  way  we  can  ensure  that  we  preserve  our 
history.” 

Native  American  poet  Chrystos,  whom 
Smith  introduced  as  an  internationally 
known  “trouble  maker”  and  “sex  maniac” 
—  much  to  the  delight  of  the  audience  — 
said  that  her  writing  “is  driven  by  politics 
rather  than  aesthetics.”  Active  in  the  move¬ 
ment  against  the  U.S.  government’s  at¬ 
tempts  to  remove  Native  Americans  from 
Big  Mountain,  Chrystos,  in  much  of  her 
poetry,  deals  with  the  struggles  Native 
Americans  face. 

“We  must  bring  ethics  to  writing,”  she 
said  in  reference  to  the  racist  images  of 
Native  Americans  in  literature.  “We  must 
not  use  words  that  are  detrimental  to 
another  group  of  people.”  Chrystos,  a 
member  of  the  Menominee  tribe,  is  the 
author  of  Not  Vanishing. 

“My  poetry  is  an  accu.sation  against  those 
seeking  to  steal  my  identity  and  is  the  most 
effective  medium  to  express  the  effects  of 
exile  on  me  as  a  Puerto  Rican  Lesbian,” 
proclaimed  Luz  Maria  Umpierre-Herrera. 
A  professor  of  modern  languages  and  inter- 
cultural  studies  at  Western  Kentucky  Uni¬ 
versity  and  author  of  And  Other  Misfor¬ 
tunes  and  The  Margarita  Poems,  Umpierre- 
Herrera  described  three  “stages”  of  her 
writing:  the  effort  to  deal  with  racism,  the 


Continued  on  page  6 

Conn,  activists  stage  civil 
disobedience  at  state 


Capitol 

A  mostly  lesbian  group  disrupts  the  governor’s  speech 


By  William  John  Mann 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  Nearly  two  doz¬ 
en  lesbians  and  several  gay  men  disrupted  a 
major  policy  speech  by  Gov.  William 
O’Neill  at  the  Capitol  here  Feb.  7,  the  first 
day  of  the  new  session  of  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembly.  Hundreds  of  people  who 
had  packed  the  chamber  to  mark  the  open¬ 
ing  day  and  hear  O’Neill’s  long-awaited 
speech  on  the  state  budget,  were  stunned 
when  the  protesters,  who  had  gathered  in 
the  gallery,  unfurled  a  pink  banner  reading 
“We  demand  Lesbian  and  Gay  rights.  Bill,” 
—  a  reference  to  the  governor’s  opposition 
to  the  state’s  gay  rights  bill  that  was  defeated 
three  times  in  the  last  decade.  Most  of  the 
protesters  belong  to  the  newly  formed  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Direct  Action  Committee. 
There  were  12  arrests. 

The  action  visibly  startled  O’Neill,  who 
awkwardly  stood  in  silence  at  the  podium 
until  police  escorted  the  demonstrators  out 
of  the  gallery.  He  then  resumed  his  speech 
without  comment. 

“The  lesbian  and  gay  community  made  a 
commitment  that  we  would  not  disappear 
and  would  maintain  a  campaign  of  visibili¬ 
ty,”  according  to  a  statement  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  which  has  no  official  spokesperson. 
“For  over  17  years,  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  made  concerted  efforts  to  pass  a 
civil  rights  bill  in  the  Connecticut  legisla¬ 
ture.  For  17  years  we  have  acted  on  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  others  in  a  manner  which  was  defined 
as  in  our  best  interest.  We  are  tired.  We  are 
tired  of  being  held  down  by  the  brutal  feet  of 
oppression.”  Quoting  from  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  the  statement  added,  “We  have 
no  alternative  but  to  protest.” 

The  action  was  largely  organized  and  car¬ 
ried  out  by  lesbians.  “As  lesbians,  we  face  a 
dual  wall  of  invisibility  and  oppression  —  as 
women  and  as  gay  people,”  said  the  group’s 
statement.  “We  have,  as  women,  as  lesbians 
been  involved  in  every  major  movement  for 
social  change,  from  the  suffrage  movement 
to  labor  movements  to  the  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  to  the  peace  movement  to  the  women’s 
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movement  and,  most  recently,  to  the  AIDS 
movement.  While  we  have  been  in  the  fore¬ 
front,  we  have  been  forced  to  take  a  back¬ 
seat  because  of  our  gender  and  our  sexual 
orientation.  We  are  here  today  to  say  we  will 
no  longer  subscribe  to  a  system  that  op¬ 
presses  and  fails  to  recognize  our  presence 
and  worth  as  full  human  beings.” 


Connecticut  gay  and  lesbian  activists  stun  Gov. 
O’Neill.  Feb.  7 


Police,  assigned  to  strategic  points  in  the 
gallery  to  ensure  that  the  Governor’s  speech 
was  not  disrupted,  reacted  nervously  to  the 
protest.  They  initially  descended  upon  one 
group  of  people  chanting  “Lesbian  rights, 
gay  rights,”  which  allowed  another  group  of 
several  women  to  unfurl  and  drop  the  ban¬ 
ner  over  the  railing.  The  banner  hung  from 
the  gallery  railing  for  a  full  minute  before 
State  Trooper  Tony  Murphy  was  able  to, 
with  much  difficulty,  rip  it  off. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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i  GCN  Job  Opening 
1  Staff  Writer/Circulation 
i  Co-Coordinator 

S  Available  in  April/May.  Research,  in- 
;  vestigate,  and  write  news  stories  with  a  national 
S  scope  and  also  stories  about  Boston/New 
5  England.  May  include  some  analytical/feature 
;  writing  as  well.  Share  responsibilities  with  other 
Z  staff  writer  for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of 
;  paper  and  processing  subscriptions. 

Z  Qualifications;  Strong  writing  skills  and  abili- 
m  ty  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
;  pressure.  Knowledge  of  national/local  lesbian  and 
S  gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
•  organizational  and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as 
;  knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  also 
Z  helpful. 

>  Deadline  for  application:  March  2.  1990. 

S  All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
jbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
5  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
S  collective  decision-making. 

;  Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
Sand  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health 
Scare  through  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
;  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation. 
Z  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their 

■  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  in- 
Z  novation. 

■  To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 

■  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley 
Z  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  print^  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
^it  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Preventing  rifts 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  shocked  and  saddened  when  I  learn¬ 
ed  of  the  lawsuit  filed  by  Bob  Kavin  against 
Crone’s  Harvests’  practice  of  holding  events 
for  women  only.  As  a  gay  man  attempting  to 
respond  to  the  feminist  critique  of  male- 
dominated  society,  1  find  Kavin’s  lawsuit  an 
embarrassment  to  the  sensibilities  of  gay 
men  and  an  affront  to  women. 

Lesbian  women  meet  each  other,  learn 
about  one  another,  in  different  ways  than 
we  gay  men.  As  men,  we  must  admit  that 
our  gender  gives  us  privilege,  and  that  even 
our  actions,  conscious  or  unconscious,  may 
sometimes  suppress  women’s  ability  to 
redefine  themselves  in  a  society  which  seeks 
to  subjugate  them.  This  is  not  to  deny  our 
own  oppression  as  gay  men,  but  we  must 
respect  another’s  freedom  to  choose  the 
company  she  keeps.  Would  Kavin  want 
women  at  a  safe  sex  party? 

We  must  be  aware  of  our  differences  as 
well  as  our  similarities.  1  think  one  of  the 
most  important  gifts  we  can  give  to  our  les¬ 
bian  sisters  is  their  own  space,  and  our 
strong  support  and  solidarity  when  they  ask 
for  it.  We  don’t  have  to  insert  ourselves  un¬ 
wanted  into  their  struggle. 

Kavin  declares  that  “It’s  the  90’s.  We 
don’t  do  things  like  that  anymore...’’ 
Doesn’t  Kavin  recall  the  massacre  of  the  14 
women  (“feminists”  who  had  offended  the 
gunman)  in  Montreal?  Can  he  not  see  that 
women’s  need  for  safe  space  is  greater  than 
ever? 

Yes,  it  is  the  90’s,  and  I  think  that  I  speak 
for  a  lot  of  gay  men  in  pleading  with  Kavin 
to  drop  this  needless  and  dangerous  lawsuit. 
The  last  thing  we  need  now  is  a  split  in  our 
community.  We  need  each  other  too  much. 

Brian  Tognotti 

New  York,  NY 


Looking  beyond  the  myth  of 
oppression 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  getting  sick  and  tired  of  hearing 
about  ‘gay  men’  not  knowing  what  it  is  like 
to  be  oppressed  as  a  woman.  Face  it  folks, 
how  many  women  are  facing  the  oppression 
men  suffer?  I  constantly  hear  women  speak¬ 
ing  in  some  special  class  of  oppression  — 
oppression  is  oppression.  My  point  is  that 
we  (men  and  women)  have  to  face  the  facts 
that  just  as  women  are  conditioned  into  vic¬ 
tim  roles  men  are  engineered  into  oppressor 
roles  against  their  wills.  Men’s  conditioning 
comes  purely  from  our  fear  of  our  feelings 
as  men  and  our  loss  of  the  feeling  that  men 
are  important  figures  as  fathers,  sons, 
brothers  and  husbands.  Men  have  over  time 
lost  touch  with  important  parts  of 
themselves  through  warped  understanding 
of  the  roles  and  boundaries;  of  being  war¬ 
riors,  being  led  by  older  men  into  life  learn¬ 
ing  and  responsibility,  and  being  aware  of 
distinctively  male  feelings. 

As  far  as  Mr.  Pigman’s  letter  is  concern¬ 
ed,  why  do  men  always  do  the  politically 
correct  thing  and  claim  the  role  of  oppressor 
for  ourselves?  Why  do  we  take  the  shit 
associated  with  it?  Because  I  am  a 
MAN... it’s  silly.  Naming  the  victim  is  ac¬ 
curate  but  what  about  the  over-done  use  of 
naming  of  those  miserable  oppressors  — 
men.  Not  all  men  oppress,  but  I  don’t  see 
why  not  when  our  culture  is  furthering  the 
cause  of  oppression  by  saying  men  do  it  and 
women  are  always  the  victims.  We  ALL  are 
victims  and  oppressors  as  people.  We  can’t 
escape  this  and  as  soon  as  we  realize  that  we 
all  have  cast  ourselves  into  roles  of  oppres¬ 
sion,  either  as  oppressors  or  victims  (both 
are  damaging  by  the  way)  then  we  will  be 
able  to  gather  closer  as  people. 

Mr.  Pigman  is  carrying  things  too  far  in 
saying  that  men  are  carriers  of  oppression 
with  their  very  presence.  How  silly  to  say 
that  —  who  is  going  to  believe  that?  The 
presence  of  something  doesn’t  require  it  to 
play  any  role  in  oppression  (it  is  the  nurtur¬ 
ing  of  oppression  by  men  and  the  acceptance 
on  the  part  of  the  oppressed  to  take  the  op¬ 
pression).  To  close  this  long  letter  I  beg  the 
question;  do  you  know  the  difficulty  involv¬ 
ed  in  being  a  man  in  this  culture?  A  culture 
which  constantly  paints  men  as  poor 
fathers,  evil  politicial  figures,  drinkers, 
unintelligent  workers.  The  imagery  goes  on 
and  on  that  men  are  not  in  any  way  in  touch 
with  themselves.  They  merely  work,  fuck, 
sleep  and  use  the  influence  of  being  op¬ 
pressors,  and  occasionally  they  cry  in  war 
movies  when  their  buddy  dies. 

None  of  this  even  touches  on  the  double 
burden  of  being  a  gay  male:  the  shame  of 
not  oppressing  women  sexually  and  not  be¬ 
ing  a  real  man.  It  is  time  gay  men  turn  to 
each  other  and  discuss  why  we  take 
modulated  statements  from  women  that 
“all  men  are  rapists.”  Come  on  people  — 
look  beyond  the  myth  of  oppression  and  in¬ 
to  what  makes  us  play  roles  in  the  oppres¬ 
sion  wheel. 

■  Phil  Gauthier 

Northampton,  MA 

Yes,  it  threatens  patriarchy 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  complaint  in¬ 
itiated  by  Bob  Kavin  against  Crone’s 
Harvest  because  of  women  only  events. 
Women-only  space  is  crucial  in  my  life.  I  am 
more  whole,  more  alive,  more  able  to  be 
part  of  life  and  to  envision  and  work  for  a 
life  free  of  patriarchy.  What  is  so  bad  about 
women’s  space?  It  threatens  patriarchy,  yes. 
For  lesbians  it  is  clear  that  patriarchy  is  not 
good  for  us  as  lesbians  and  women.  For  gay 
men  it  may  be  mixed  —  patriarchy  falling 
means  the  loss  of  male  privilege.  No  more 
women  to  do  all  the  dirty  work  in  the 
straight  or  gay  world.  But  it  also  means  a 
way  of  life  in  which  we  no  longer  live  with 
domination  and  the  fear  of  the  earth’s 
destruction.  Sounds  like  a  good  deal  to  me. 
In  the  ’90s  as  well  as  the  ’70s  I  still  see 
violence  against  women  all  around  me  as 
well  as  more  subtle  forms  of  oppression.  1 
thank  Mary  Stockton  for  creating  a  place 
where  women  can  be  free  of  this.  When  gay 
men  support  women’s  space,  I  feel  we  have 
similar  goals  and  form  a  larger  community. 
When  they  bring  lawsuits  against  us,  I  feel 
they  want  patriarchy  to  continue  and  are  my 
oppressors. 

Debby  Earthdaughter 
H  Somerville,  MA 


Gay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
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directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  In  "editorials”  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (’indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps’ 

Classified:  Margaret  V^llace’ 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 
Art  Cohen,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Gordon  Gottlieb 
ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 
Art  Direnor:  Fredric  Gorman’ 

Illustrators/Layout:  Alison  Bechdel,  Liz  Galst,  Lisa 

johnson,  Kris  Kovick,  )ean  Vallon 

Proofreaders:  Steven  Burke,  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon 

Gottlieb,  Rob  Krikorian,  John  O’Brien.  Vernon  Reed, 

June  Ritter,  Read  Weaver 

Production  Night  Sustenance:  Read  Weaver 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Gary  Daffin,  Harold  Dufour-Anderson,  Jim  Fauntleroy, 

Phil  Harper,  Catharine  Reid,  Julie  Rioux,  Candyce  Rusk 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinators:  Laura  Briggs’,  Jennie  McKnight’ 

Data  Entry:  Whitt  Pond,  Paul  Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Carrie  Allison,  Paul  Amato,  Janna  Bremer,  David 

Hamburger,  Mary  Hatch,  David  Hunt,  Ronn  Jackson. 

William  Newton,  Warren  Patterson,  Mark  Renaud, 

Gilbert  Roy,  Jr.,  Bill  Sweet 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  Troy  Richardson. 

Paul  Schierenbeck 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 

Natalie  Diffloth’ 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 

Bulk  Distribution  &  Pizza  Sustainer:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  lOSO  East 

4th  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Christopher  Wittke’ 

Features  Intern:  Karf  Schoonover 
Film  Coordinator:  Liz  Galst 
Staff:  Jennifer  Abod,  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan,  Carrie 
Allison,  Michael  Bronski,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Cheryl 
Clarke,  Susie  Day,  Carrie  Dearborn,  Nancy  DeLuca,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Ayofemi  Folayan,  Caroline  Foty,  Liz  Galst. 
Larry  Goldsmith,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Craig  Harris,  Monica 
Hileman,  Janice  Irvine,  Isaac  Jackson,  Terri  Jewell.  John 
Kyper,  Alisa  Lebow,  Jack  Lo,  Shelley  Mains,  Mara  Math, 
Duncan  Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell,  Marea  Murray,  Jon  David 
Nalley,  Vanessa  Nemeth,  Ana  Ortiz,  Cindy  Patton, 
Elizabeth  Pincus,  Colin  Robinson,  Steve  Rose,  Patricia  A, 
Roth,  Bruce  Ross,  Kate  Rushin,  Charley  Shively,  Tatianna 
Schrieber,  Donald  Stone,  Maida  Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Lynne  Brandon,  Catherine  Corliss,  Natalie  Diffloth,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Wickie  Stamps,  Margaret  VWIIace 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 


NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Kelly  Gaines’ 

Reporters:  Laura  Briggs’,  Jennie  McKnight’ 

Staff:  Michael  Botkin.  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown,  Joe 
Cice,  John  Dooley,  Mike  Friedman,  Chris  GuiKoy,  Craig 
Harris.  Marty  Heggestad,  John  Hubert.  Stephen  Hunt, 

Jud  Kempson,  Miranda  Kolbe,  John  Kyper,  Kendall 
Lovett,  Andrew  Miller,  Glenn  Sitzmann.  Rod  Sorge. 

Denise  Sudell,  Paul-David  Wadler,  Nancy  Wechsler, 

Carrie  Wofford,  Diana  Woodall,  John  Zeh 
OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJECT 
Mike  Riegle’ 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Bill  Andriette,  Natalie  Diffloth, 

Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-EI 

PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE 

Michael  Bronski,  Kelly  Gaines.  Phil  Harper,  Stephanie 

Poggi,  Catharine  Reid,  Nancy  Wechsler 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Eva 
Schlesinger,  Lisa  Sette,  Ellen  Shub,  Lee  Snider,  Laura 
Wulf 

PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Margaret  VWIIace’ 

SUSTAINER  COMMITTEE 

Natalie  Diffloth,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Shelley  Mains,  Nancy 
Wechsler 

TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 

Typesetter:  Beth  Leventhal’ 

Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Wayne  Curtis 
Staff:  Ann  Fry,  Pam  Mitchell,  Tim  Walton,  Nancy 
Wechsler 

©1989,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation.  Inc.,  all  rights 
reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  the  last 
week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation.  Our  office 
is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (617)  426-4469, 
TTY/TDD  426-0332. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass.  Annual  subscription 
rate  is  133.  Institutional  rate:  190.  ISSN:  (0197-0728).  Member  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Press  Association,  New  England  Press  Association. 
Reporters  Committee  lor  Freedom  of  the  Press,  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published 
quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center.  Inc.,  Box  33109, 
Baltimore,  MD  21218. 

Volumes  I -IS  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  S90/volume. 
ISSO/complete  set.  Write  GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster;  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News, 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston.  MA  02116. 


Sexy,  Political  &  Proud 

Gay  Community  News.  Your  Guide  to  the  ’90s. 


Address 


Name 

City. 


State 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


□  I  year  (49  issues)/$33  (33%  off  the  newstand  price) 
n  I  year,  institution/$40 

□  2  years/$56  (15%  off  our  regular  subscription  rate) 

□  3  years/$79  (20%  off  our  regular  subscription  rate) 

□  4  years/$99  (25%  off  our  regular  subscription  rate) 

□  6  inonths/$20 

□  6  months,  low  income/$l2 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


toward  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 


I  am  interested  in  GCN  s  Sustainer  Program  (donating  $10  or  more  per  month  to  GCN) 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 


GCN  s  subscription  rates  are  for  within  the  U.S..  APO  &  FPO.  Foreign  subs,  add  50%.  payable  with  a 
postal  money  order.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated.  GCN  IS  published  by  the  non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation. 


Mail  to:  GCN  Subscnptions.  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston.  Ma.  02116 


PAGE  4  □  FEBRUARY  18-24,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Strange  bedfellows  and  strange  politics 


Bisexual  invisibility 

Dear  GCN: 

Much  to  my  regret,  for  the  first  time  in 
five  years  I  will  not  be  working  on  the  steer¬ 
ing  committee  for  the  Northampton  Pride 
march.  I  would  like  you  to  know  why. 

As  you  know,  last  year  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  voted  to  include  the  word  “bisexual” 
in  the  official  title.  (Bisexuals  had  been 
working  on  the  march  for  years,  without  of¬ 
ficial  acknowledgement.)  A  group  of  les¬ 
bians  became  quite  upset  about  this,  and  I 
received  several  phone  calls  to  that  effect 
last  year,  some  of  which  were  quite  verbally 
abusive. 

This  year,  at  the  first  steering  committee 
meeting,  six  women  came,  (who  had  not 
served  on  the  committee  before),  determin¬ 
ed  to  get  the  word  “bisexual”  removed,  say¬ 
ing  that  it  makes  them  “invisible.”  They 
stated  that  at  the  next  meeting,  they  would 
bring  as  many  women  as  needed  to  ac¬ 
complish  this  goal.  At  our  next  meeting, 
they  brought  forty  women,  who  voted  out 
the  word  “bisexual,”  and  then  stated  that 
since  the  word  bisexual  was  no  longer  in  the 
title,  a  bisexual  could  not  be  on  the  commit¬ 
tee,  so  1  could  no  longer  serve.  (Now  1  am 
the  one  who  is  “invisible”).  They  also  stated 
that  they  certainly  would  never  allow  a 
bisexual  to  do  publicity,  which  had  been  one 
of  my  duties,  besides  coordinating 
peacekeeping. 

Last  year,  there  were  3000  gay  people  and 
their  friends  marching  in  Northampton  to 
celebrate  our  gayness  and  our  diversity.  Gay 
men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  drag  queens, 
leather  people,  straight  friends  and  allies, 
such  as  the  wonderful  Jean  and  Jim  Genasci 
from  PFLAG. 

This  year  the  steering  committee  consists 
of  ten  lesbians,  claiming  to  speak  for  the  en¬ 
tire  community. 

As  a  gay  person,  to  be  oppressed  by  the 
straight  community  is  offensive.  To  be  op¬ 
pressed  by  members  of  our  own  community 
is  outrageous,  and  much  more  offensive. 
Our  community  gets  strength  from  unity. 
Whoever  oppresses  one  of  us,  oppresses  all 
of  us. 

If  you  would  like  to  express  your  support 
for  the  unity  of  our  community,  please  come 
to  the  Lfnitarian  Chruch  in  Northampton  on 
March  15,  at  7:30  p.m;  It  is  on  Main  St., 
directly  next  to  City  Hall.  Go  in  the  side 
door,  into  the  basement. 

Sincerely, 

_  Micki  Seigel 

■  West  Hatfield,  MA 

Making  a  correction 

Dear  GCN: 

I  must  make  a  very  important  correction 
to  the  article  I  wrote  which  appeared  in  the 
February  4-10  issue  (the  third  supplement 
about  class)  entitled  “With  the  confidence 
other  women  have  given  me.”  When  1 
acknowledged  and  thanked  the  women  who 
dearly  supported  me  through  my  educa¬ 
tional  ventures,  1  mistakenly  denied  the  sup¬ 
port  of  Linda  Vance,  a  lawyer  who  teaches  a 
Vermont  College  in  the  Adult  Degree  Pro¬ 
gram.  It  was  she,  along  with  her  partner, 
Melanie  Kaye-Kantrowitz  (one  of  my 
undergraduate  teachers)  who  gave  me  a 
scholarship  to  go  to  graduate  school.  In  the 
article,  1  said  that  Melanie  and  Irena  Klep- 
fisz  gave  me  the  scholarship. 

The  irony  of  this  mistake  is  painful  and  is 
worth  mentioning,  not  only  to  make  the  cor¬ 
rection,  but  to  further  the  discussion  in  my 
article,  which  was  in  part  about  the  financial 
aid  I  received  from  the  women  in  my  life. 
It’s  about  how  my  own  issues  with  money  — 
talking  about  money  lending  money,  receiv¬ 
ing  money  —  have  come  to  betray  the 
women  who  helped  me. 

Melanie  Kaye-Kantrowitz  and  Irena  Klep- 
fisz,  editors  of  The  Tribe  of  Dina,  A  Jewish 
Women’s  Anthology,  gave  a  reading  in 
Boston  in  October  1986,  along  with  other 
writers  who  contributed  to  the  anthology. 
Over  the  weekend,  when  Melanie  and  Linda 
stayed  at  my  house,  Melanie  told  me  that  she 
and  Linda  decided  to  offer  me  a  scholarship 
to  go  to  graduate  school.  What  stayed  in  my 
mind  in  my  state  of  excitement  and  shame 
which  made  me  feel  dizzy  to  the  point  of  not 
being  able  to  stand  without  swaying,  was 
that  the  scholarship  was  offered  in  the  name 
of  Irena  Klepfisz’s  aunt. 

I  didn’t  want  to  ask  anymore  about  it.  For 
three  years  I  didn’t  ask  or  talk  any  more 
about  the  money  or  its  source,  not  facing  my 
own  confusing  feelings  about  money  of¬ 
fered  as  a  gift  and  if  I  really  had  the  right  to 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

I’ve  become  involved  in  a  new  women’s 
organization  called  TELL  (Therapy  Ex¬ 
ploitation  Link  Line),  a  group  run  for  and 
by  women  who  have  survived  victimization 
by  therapists,  physicians,  and  other  health 
care  providers.  Many  of  the  instigators  of 
TELL  and  other  grassroots  organizing 
around  this  issue  are  the  people  behind  all 
those  recent  Globe  headlines  about  promi¬ 
nent  therapists  and  physicians  being  held  ac¬ 
countable  for  sexual  misconduct.  Since  so 
many  of  the  falling  mighty  are  well-heeled 
white  heterosexual  men,  members  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  may  be  tempted  to 
dismiss  this  phenomenon  of  predatory 
“helping”  professionals  as  one  more  sign 
of,  as  it  were,  “bourgeois  heterosexual 
decadence.”  And  indeed,  the  great  majority 
of  the  cases  do  pertain  to  sexual  exploitation 
and  mistreatment  of  women  at  the  hands  of 
powerful  white  men  —  hardly  news  at  all  in 
this  world,  and  certainly  not  gay  news. 
Given  that,  a  paper  like  GCN  might  choose 
to  cover  the  issue  under  the  rubric  of  its 
commitment  to  feminism,  or  because  of  an 
understanding  that  sexual  abuse  can  and  will 
be  used  to  feed  the  Right  and  fuel 
homophobia  to  the  extent  that  we  ignore  the 
issue  ourselves. 

However,  there  are  some  far  “gayer” 
angles  on  the  sexual  malpractice  beat  that 
our  queer  press  has  unaccountably  not  seen 
fit  to  print  much  about.  For  one  thing, 
there’s  the  cause  celebre  and  martyr  deluxe 
of  the  medical  professions’  well-financed 
backlash  against  the  movement  against  sex¬ 
ual  misconduct,  on  Dr.  Paul  Bettencourt 
whose  case  received  press  in  the  Globe.  Bet¬ 
tencourt  is  a  male  physician  who  allegedly 
had  sexual  contact  with  a  male  patient,  both 
inside  and  outside  of  his  examining  room. 
The  Mass.  Licensing  Board  in  Medicine,  a 
state  agency  that  hears  consumer  complaints 
against  MDs,  investigated  the  charges  and 
revoked  Dr.  Bettencourt’s  license,  and  the 
Mass.  Medical  Society  is  hopping  mad 
abqm  it. 

The  physicians’  professional  organization 
is  not  happy  with  the  Board’s  recent  in¬ 
dependence,  or  with  its  vigorous  watchdog¬ 
ging  of  a  profession  riddled  with  powerful 
people  who  have  grown  notorious  for 
mutual  ass-covering  and  for  allowing  each 
other  to  get  away  with  murder  —  sometimes 
quite  literally.  Using  the  Bettencourt  case  as 
a  springboard,  the  medical  establishment 
has  written  to  doctors  across  the  state  beg¬ 
ging  them  to  dig  deep  into  their  overstuffed 
pockets  to  finance  efforts  to  curb  the  licen¬ 
sing  Board’s  power.  Adjudication  in  licen¬ 
sing  decisions  has  just  been  removed  from 
the  control  of  the  Board’s  staff,  and  efforts 
are  underway  to  institute  a  new  statute  of 
limitations  and  to  impose  extremely 
stringent  standards  of  evidence  on  Board 
proceedings. 

Members  of  the  MD  lobby  have  also 
been  hard  at  work  making  sure  that  any  civil 
and  criminal  legislation  against  sexual 
malpractice  that  emerges  out  of  committee 
in  the  Mass.  House  will  be  as  doctor- 
friendly  as  possible  (if  they  don ’t  succeed  in 
murdering  it  altogether).  Since  many 
substantive  and  procedural  questions  about 
sexual  misconduct  have  become  closely  tied 
to  legal  issues  pertaining  to  rape  and  incest, 
feminist  activists  should  be  following  these 


accept  it. 

Melanie  and  Linda,  in  trying  to  protect 
my  pride,  never  discussed  the  money  they 
sent  to  me  every  semester;  so  I  would  not 
have  to  focus  on  it.  The  respect  they  gave  me 
is  worth  more  than  the  gift  itself.  And  I, 
who  place  so  much  value  on  this  kind  of  sup¬ 
port,  inadvertently  denied  it.  The  issue  of 
giving  and  receiving  money,  especially  for 
women,  is  a  difficult  one.  It  appeared  in 
other  articles  in  GCN's  class  supplement 
and  this  incident  bears  it  out. 

Thank  you  GCN  for  giving  me  the  space 
to  make  this  correction,  and  thank  you  Lin¬ 
da  and  Melanie. 

Sincerely, 
Cindy  Lanane 

H  Allston,  Mass. 


developments  carefully;  precedents  set  on 
this  front  could  have  adverse  effects 
elsewhere. 

The  way  1  read  it,  Bettencourt  is  a  case  of 
strange  bedfellows  making  even  stranger 
politics,  as  one  of  our  society’s  more  entren¬ 
ched  bastions  of  rightwing  reaction  makes 
use  of  allegations  of  a  same-sex  liaison  for 
its  own  political  purposes.  Yet  though  I’ve 
read  a  little  about  the  case  in  the  Globe  and 
I’ve  heard  rumors  of  some  involvement  of 
gay  organizations  and  individuals  on  behalf 
of  the  patient,  the  queer  press  has  been  odd¬ 
ly  quiet  about  the  entire  matter.  I’m  glad  the 
patient’s  confidentiality  and  privacy  are  be¬ 
ing  respected  (because  believe  me,  it’s  no 
fun  to  have  details  about  your  treatment  cir¬ 
culating  around  the  community  with  your 
name  attached  to  them).  But  aren’t  there 
some  underlying  issues  we  need  to  be 
discussing? 

This  dearth  of  coverage  is  consistent  with 
the  silence  that  prevails  about  other  “gay 
angles”  on  the  issue  of  sexual  malpractice. 
Though  the  majority  of  the  women  who 
come  to  TELL  meetings  were  exploited  by 
heterosexuals  and  are  heterosexual 
themselves,  and  the  same  is  true  of  most  of 
the  people  I’ve  met  elsewhere  who  are  in¬ 
volved  in  healing  and/or  activism  around 
sexual  malpractice,  I  am  not  the  only  lesbian 
dealing  with  this  issue.  The  tales  I  have 
heard  from  several  lesbians  and  a  couple  of 
gay  men  about  what  some  prominent  queers 
have  done  to  them  would  make  your  skin 
crawl  if  you  heard  them. 

But  don’t  worry,  you’re  not  going  to  hear 
them.  Expensive  attorneys  are  making  sure 
of  that.  Were  the  gay  and  feminist  press  to 
take  the  issue  seriously  and  choose  to  play  a 
muckraker  role,  as  the  Globe  is  doing, 
maybe  some  of  these  stories  could  bypass 
the  lawyers  and  come  to  the  surface.  In¬ 
stead,  victims  are  isolated  as  they  face  some 
cruel  and  limited  choices  that  could  have  an 
impact  on  our  entire  community. 

Individuals  can  opt  to  deal  with  their 
dehumanization  and  emotional  devastation 
as  a  “private”  matter  to  be  worked  through 
with  friends  and/or  in  therapy  while  their 
abuser  waltzes  around  the  community 
unscathed.  Or  they  can  go  “outside”  the 
community  to  a  workplace  complaint  comit- 
tee,  a  licensing  board,  or  to  civil  court  — 
any  one  of  which  could  use  their  case  as  an 
opportunity  to  trash  or  undermine  the  gay 
community  or  particular  sectors  of  it, 
and/or  feed  it  to  the  press  to  do  the  same. 
Proposed  legislation  that  is  now  in  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  House  would  criminalize  some 
forms  of  sexual  misconduct,  adding  your 
friendly  neighborhood  District  Attorney  to 
the  list  of  less-than-peachy  options.  Depend¬ 
ing  upon  circumstances  such  as  the  finan¬ 
cial  resources  of  the  victim/survivor,  the 
details  of  the  case,  and  the  status  of  the  of¬ 
fending  practioner  (e.g.,  if  s/he  is  unlicens¬ 
ed  or  in  private  practice),  sometimes  none  of 
these  “outside”  options  is  available,  and  a 
victim  seeking  redress  may  be  shit  out  of 
luck.  Interestingly,  though,  when  a  feminist 
woman  went  to  the  State  of  California  in 
1988  with  allegations  that  she  had  been  sex¬ 
ually  abused  by  an  unlicensed  feminist 
therapist,  the  State  responded  by  filing 
criminal  charges  against  the  practitioner  for 
practicing  without  a  license;  the  story  was 


front-page  news  in  Santa  Cruz,  where  the 
therapist  had  been  widely  known  in  the 
women’s  community  as  a  specialist  in 
treating  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse.  And 
don’t  think  “it  can’t  happen  here”:  from 
the  many  stories  I’ve  been  hearing,  “treat¬ 
ment”  around  early  sexual  violation  is  being 
manipulated  into  enactments  of  present-day 
sexual  abuse  by  an  alarming  number  of 
mainstream,  holistic  and  feminist  healers. 

Survivors  who  choose  to  steer  clear  of  all 
of  the  above  strategies  and  stay  on  the 
“private”  road  find  that  it’s  a  rocky  one.  In 
addition  to  the  fact  that  it  feels  shitty,  it  does 
nothing  to  protect  potential  future  victims 
(repeat  performances  are  common:  I’ve  run 
across  several  survivors  who  have  actually 
met  other  people  abused  by  the  same  clini¬ 
cian  as  they  were).  And  it  does  nothing  to 
clarify  the  gay/lesbian  community’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  what  we  think  is  proper  behavior 
between  a  health  care  provider  and  his/her 
patient.  Feminist  researchers  have  found 
that  most  patients/clients  who  have  sexual 
contact  with  their  healers  suffer  serious 
damage  from  it,  and  my  own  brutalized 
psyche  and  the  others  I’ve  witnessed  have 
certainly  been  enough  to  convince  me.  In 
any  case,  it  has  always  been  my  assumption 
that  any  doctor  or  therapist  knows  that  it  is 
a  definite  no-no  to  sexualize  intimacy  with  a 
client;  if  this  isn’t  an  assumption  our  entire 
community  shares,  isn’t  this  something  we 
ought  to  be  discussing  as  a  community  and 
not  in  individual  tete-a-tetes  with  our  practi¬ 
tioners  during  vulnerable  moments? 

The  “routes”  of  redress  available  to  vic¬ 
tims  aren’t  a  barrel  of  laughs,  either.  You 
face  an  opponent  who  is  generally  a  very 
“credible”  professional  with  the  best  legal 
counsel  his/her  ample  cash  and  community 
connections  can  buy,  and  you  also  face  the 
usual  stuff  that  goes  with  the  territory  of 
public  accusations  of  sexual  violation:  i.e., 
you  might  get  “blown  off”  as  vindictive  or 
crazy  or  you  might  find  yourslf  “on  trial” 
for  your  own  past  sexual  conduct  or  for  any 
history  of  being  sexually  abused.  (Pending 
legislation  would  blessedly  extend  the  “rape 
shield”  to  protect  sexual  misconduct  cases.) 

And  you  face  some  extra  “perks”  for  be¬ 
ing  queer.  First  off,  there’s  the  delightful 
prospect  of  discussing  your  gay  or  lesbian 
sexuality  in  front  of  a  distinguished  panel  of 
(mostly)  straight  white  affluent  men.  Then 
there’s  the  likelihood  that  significant  por¬ 
tions  of  your  community  will  choose  to 
ostracize  you,  or  may  even  get  misled  into 
actively  organizing  against  you.  Thrilling, 
huh?  If  you  were  humiliated  and  disem- 
powered  by  the  original  experience  of  abuse, 
think  how  you’re  feeling  now. 

This  situation  shits.  We  give  our  physi¬ 
cians,  therapists,  counselors  and  other 
health  care  providers  a  lot  of  respect  and 
currency  of  various  kinds  within  our  com¬ 
munity.  Presumably,  most  of  them 
wouldn’t  even  consider  placing  the  welfare 
of  their  patients  and  their  community  in 
jeopardy  by  acting  out  sexually  on  the  job. 
What  are  we,  as  a  community,  going  to  do 
about  the  others? 

Pam  Mitchell  is  a  former  GCN  staff 
member  who  has  written  extensively  for 
queer,  feminist  and  progressive  publica¬ 
tions. 


Hello/goodbye 


This  week  marks  the  end  of  an  era  as  we  say 
"hasta  bastante"  to  Stephanie  Poggi,  who 
leaves  the  Features  Editrix  job  after  two  and  a 
half  years.  In  Stephanie’s  five  years  here  (she 
spent  her  first  two  and  a  half  years  as  News 
Editrix)  the  tenacity  with  which  she  sought  to 
make  GCN  a  paper  for  many  queer  voices  was 
only  approached  by  her  notorious  “attention 
to  detail."  Bye  Poge. 

Taking  over  the  Features  Department  is 
randy  features  writer  Christopher  Wittke, 
who  has  nearly  liberated  himself  from  "the 
V^yback  Machine,”  our  typesetting  dinosaur 
that  Chris  has  nurtured  for  over  two  years. 
Watch  out  for  all  that  natural  light  in  your 
new  office,  Chris. 


Tikes!  While  we're  on  the  hello  subject, 
belated  welcomes  go  to  Margaret  Wallace  and 
Laura  Briggs.  Margaret  got  her  skirt  stuck  in 
the  revolving  door  of  the  promo  homo  job  in 
August  (Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves’  fashionable 
mini  was  stuck  there  for  only  three  months) 
and  appears  determined  to  take  us  to  direct 
mail  nirvana.  And  in  November  Laura  brought 
butch  back  to  the  local  beat. 

We  also  welcome  Beth  Leventhal,  who’s 
handling  all  our  typesetting  needs  until  we 
uke  on  a  desktop  publishing  lifestyle,  and  Karl 
Schoonover,  our  fabulous  new  intern  who’ll 
be  contributing  to  the  features  department 
and  taking  on  other  fun  projects. 

Goodbye,  hello,  hello,  hello,  hello,  hello! 
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THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  Vi  hours  from  Boston 
innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


sh^%re: 


(S1..50for1stmln.) 


Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 

1*900*999»8500 

_  Just  75t  a  minute 


OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Los  Angeles . $255  RT 

San  Diego . $255  RT 

Miami . $195  RT 

Washington,  D.C..$135  RT 
London . $298  RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


^e/l 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 


826*3118 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

35  I  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 
at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orle.)  ns/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


/■■  ■■ 


GROUPS  FOR  GAY  MEN  & 
LESBIANS 

Openings  in  the  following  groups: 

Gay  Men’s  Psychotherapy 
Gay/Lesbian  ACOA  Group 


For  information  call 
437-9643 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  e^ 


Mandela 

Continued  from  page  I 

Mohammed  said  that  he  was  particularly 
encouraged  by  one  of  Mandela’s  state¬ 
ments,  in  which  he  mentioned  a  white  gay 
doctor  who  worked  at  Crossroads,  a  shanty 
town  in  Cape  Town,  and  is  currently  in  jail 
as  a  conscientious  objector  for  refusing  to 
do  his  military  service. 

Mohammed  told  GCN  that  he  thought 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in  South 
Africa  is  far  from  unified  in  its  support  for 
dismantling  apartheid.  As  evidence  of  the 
whiu  gay  community’s  conservatism,  he 
cited  the  Gay  Association  of  South  Africa, 
Johannesburg’s  white  gay  group,  who  dis¬ 
couraged  support  for  Nkoli  in  their  news¬ 
paper,  saying  that  Nkoli  was  not  working  on 
specifically  gay  issues. 

“These  guys  feel  that  it’s  okay  to  sleep 
with  Blacks,  then  go  out  the  next  day  and 
vote  fascist,”  said  Mohammed.  “They  have 
their  Black  maids,  and  they  got  brought  up 
by  the  Black  nannies.  When  they  would 
bring  a  Black  guy  home  to  sleep  with,  they 
would  sneak  him  into  the  house.  Then  they 
would  say,  “See,  I’m  not  a  racialist.’ 

“The  Afrikaaner  gay  community  is  very 
big.  They  represent  a  big  voting  block,  and 
politicians  campaign  in  the  gay  bars  and 
such.  The  Afrikaaner  gays  could  make  a  big 
difference,”  he  said. 

Nkoli  said  that  he  is  looking  forward  to 
future  contact  with  the  international  com¬ 
munity.  He  said  that  he  has  been  invited  to 
Ireland,  and  that  GLOW  is  intending  to 
send  three  delegates  to  the  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Association  Conference  in 
Stockholm  July  1-July  7. 

According  to  Nkoli,  GLOW  would  like  to 
send  one  white  woman,  one  Black  man,  and 
one  Indian  man,  but  the  group  needs  finan¬ 
cial  help  from  the  international  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Contributions  should  be 
sent  to  GLOW,  P.O.  Box  23297,  Joubert 
Park  2044  Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Writers 

Continued  from  page  3 

expression  of  her  fears  of  coming  out,  and, 
presently,  her  desire  to  deal  “with' women 
whose  death  had  an  impact  on  me.” 

“My  writing,”  she  said,  “helps  me  to 
maintain  my  sanity  in  an  insane  world.” 

Best  known  for  her  successful  sex  bias 
case  against  the  University  of  California- 
Berkeley  (see  related  story),  activist  Merle 
Woo  reflected  that  “I  began  writing  when  I 
became  a  revolutionary.” 

“Lesbians  of  color  writers  are  always  put¬ 
ting  ourselves  on  the  line,  always  fighting  in¬ 
visibility.  We  know  that  our  writing  can 
unite  the  movements”  against  racial,  sexual 
and  class  oppression.  Woo  claimed. 

Woo’s  poetry  has  appeared  in  several  col¬ 
lections,  including  Yellow  Woman  Speaks 
and  Selected  Poems.  She  is  currently  a  lec¬ 
turer  in  Women’s  Studies  at  San  Francisco 
State  University. 

Quoting  African  American  playwright 
Lorraine  Hansberry,  Woo  concludeti,  “The 
most  radical  thing  we  can  do  as  writers  is 
make  our  communities  more  human.” 

The  writers  followed  their  comments  by 
addressing  questions  from  the  audience  and 
by  reading  selections  from  their  work. 

“Lesbians  of  color,”  said  Smith,  “want 
to  share  the  complexities  of  our  multiple 
identities.  It  takes  a  lot  of  integrity  and 
courage  for  us  to  be  ‘out’  —  much  more 
than  our  white  lesbian  sisters  —  because  not 
only  are  we  concerned  about  sex  and  sex¬ 
uality,  but  we  are  concerned  about  race  and 
class  as  welfD 


Correction 


Eleanor  Roffman’s  name  was  misspelled  in  last 
week’s  centerspread  article  on  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women  working  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East.  GCN 
regrets  any  confusion. 
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International  Sweethearts 


of  Rhythm 

February  23  rd 

Red  Shades  Affinity  Group  in  celebration  of  Black 
History  Month  presents  “Illusions”  and  “Interna¬ 
tional  Sweethearts  of  Rhythm.”  Benefit/Fundraiser. 
$5.00  adm.  more/less.  Jamaica  Plain  High  School, 
144  McBride  St.,  Jamaica  Plain.  Near  Green  St.  T. 
Wheelchair  accessible  —  Williams  St. 


|;;^//(ELLEY 

^/Edwards 


Back  by  Popular  Demand 


DOS  LESBOS 


LEA 
HE  /ARIA 


Friday,  February  23, 8  pm 

Sleeper  Hall  Auditorium,  Boston  University 
871  Commonwealth  Ave.  (on  the  block  after  the  B.U.  bridge) 
$12.00  in  advance;  $15.00  at  the  door 

Ticket  Outlets;  New  Words,  Glad  Day,  Arborway  Video  (J.P.),  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (16  Haviland  St  ),  Crones'  Harvest,  or  by  mail:  FCHC  Building  Pro¬ 
ject,  93  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston.  MA  02115 

A  benefit  lor  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center's  Building  Project. 

Co  sponsored  by  FCHC  and  the  B.U.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance. _ _ 


Fenway  fundraising 
campaign  reaches  halfway 
mark 


BOSTON  —  The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  a  neighborhood  health  clinic  serving  many  people 
with  AIDS  and  lesbians  and  gay  men,  recently  announced  that  its  capital  campaign  for  a  building  to  house  all 
Fenway  services  reached  the  half-way  mark  at  the  end  of  January.  If  construction  and  fundraising  con¬ 
tinue  on  schedule,  Fenway  hopes  to  be  moved  into  the  building  in  the  Spring  of  1991. 

The  clinic  is  currently  providing  services  at  four  different  locations  in  a  five  block  area  in  the  Fen¬ 
way/Copley  area.  A  new  building  would  provide  space  for  proposed  new  health  services,  including  dental, 
x-ray,  and  pediatrics,  and  allow  Fenway  to  consolidate  existing  services  under  one  roof. 

"I’m  pleased  with  the  progress  we’ve  made  over  the  past  year,”  said  Harry  Collings,  associate  director 
and  head  of  Fenway’s  Building  Project,  adding,  "We’ve  raised  just  over  $1  million  from  a  wide  variety  of 
sources.  I  am  concerned  that  we  still  need  another  million  dollars  in  order  to  complete  the  facility." 

The  shell  of  the  building,  locatedat  7  Haviland  Street,  will  be  turned  over  to  Fenway  in  July,  at  which  time 
another  $2  million  will  have  to  be  raised  in  order  to  complete  the  interior  build-out  and  assemble  necessary 
equipment. 

One  part  of  the  next  phase  of  Fenway’s  fundraising  will  be  a  memorial  and  naming  opportunities  pro¬ 
gram.  Individuals  and  groups  that  contribute  money  will  be  able  to  name  a  particular  room  or  section  of  the 
building.  "This  is  an  opportunity  for  our  community  to  pay  tribute  in  a  permanent  and  ongoing  manner,  to 
itself  and  to  those  we  have  lost,"  said  Collings.  "We’ve  intentionally  kept  the  donations  for  this  purpose  at 
a  reasonable  level  to  allow  a  number  of  people  at  various  income  levels  to  participate,”  he  said.  He  en¬ 
couraged  people  who  are  interested  in  this  program  to  contact  Fenway  at  267-0900. 

□  Laura  Briggs 


NEA 

Continued  from  page  I 

Fellowships.  Of  the  97  writers  of  prose  and 
poetry  who  won  the  grants,  three  lesbians 
whose  works  have  clearly  included  sexually 
explicit  “homo-erotic”  imagery  were  in¬ 
cluded.  The  three  are:  Chrystos,  whose 
book  of  poetry  Nof  Vanishing  reflects  the 
experiences  of  native  peoples,  lesbians  and 
women;  Audre  Lorde,  an  African-Ameri¬ 
can  lesbian  who  has  published  several  vol¬ 
umes  of  poetry  and  prose;  and  Minnie  Bruce 
Pratt,  whose  most  recent  volume  of  poetry. 
Crime  Against  Nature,  won  the  national  La- 
mont  poetry  award. 

In  announcing  the  awards,  which  give 
each  writer  $20,000,  Frohnmayer  said,  “It  is 
our  hope  that  these  grants  will  free  writers  to 
follow  their  vision,  wherever  it  takes  them.” 
Frohnmayer  also  said  NEA  “hopes  to  play 
some  small  part  in  nurturing  a  literature  that 
truly  reflects  the  immense  diversity  of  the 
Unites  States.”  But  how  free  do  those 
writers  feel  to  follow  their  vision? 

Pratt  told  GCN  that  in  her  proposal  to  the 
NEA  she  submitted  work  that  is  “as  explic¬ 
itly  homoerotic  and  political  as  it  could  be.” 
Did  the  panelists  who  selected  her  as  a  grant 
recipient  think  her  work  “when  taken  as  a 
whole,”  was  artistically  substantive  enough 
to  exempt  it  from  the  Congressionally  man¬ 
dated  funding  restrictions?  Did  they  simply 
disregard  the  restrictions? 

Even  if  the  lesbian  poets  interpreted  win¬ 
ning  the  grants  as  indications  that  the  NEA 
is  supportive  of  their  work,  whether  and 
how  the  funding  restrictions  might  affect 
them  remains  unclear.  Although 
Frohnmayer  states  publicly  that  grant  reci¬ 
pients  should  follow  their  visions,  NEA  re¬ 
quires  those  same  recipients  to  sign  a  con¬ 
sent  agreement  that  includes  the  language  at 
the  top  of  this  article.  Pratt  said  she 
wondered  when  she  received  the  consent 
form  whether  the  NEA  might  try  to  take 
back  the  money  if  she  produced  work  with  it 
that  they  deemed  “obscene.” 

“This  is  prior  censorship,”  said  Pratt  of 
the  compliance  form,  “I’m  just  not  going  to 
accept  prior  censorship  as  a  stipulation.” 
Pratt  said  she  signed  the  consent  agreement, 
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but  that  she  has  no  intention  of  “censoring 
myself.”  Part  of  the  work  she  plans  to  take 
on  with  NEA  support  is  a  long  narrative 
poem  in  which  Pratt  will  explore  a  fictional 
character’s  “sexual  life  in  a  political  con¬ 
text.” 

The  language  on  the  consent  form  sent  to 
all  NEA  grant  recipients  is  also  now  includ¬ 
ed  on  all  NEA  grant  applications,  and  all 
NEA  panelists  who  judge  submissions  are 
informed  of  the  restrictions.  The  presence 
of  this  language  not  only  contributes  to  an 
atmosphere  of  censorship,  according  to 
many  arts  community  members,  but  it  also 
contributes  to  self-censorship  on  the  part  of 
artists  and  arts  organizations.  “What  it 
ultimately  does  is  stop  writers  from 
writing,”  said  Dorothy  Allison,  whose  fic¬ 
tion  is  also  clearly  “homoerotic.”  “If  a 
story  has  sex  in  it,  then  a  writer  won’t  submit 
that  one  [for  a  grantl.  Thev’ll  iust  stick  it  in 
a  drawer.  After  a  while  they’ll  just  stop 
writing  that  kind  of  thing.” 

Allison,  who  is  an  organizer  of  an  upcom¬ 
ing  lesbian  and  gay  writer’s  conference  in 
San  Francisco  sponsored  by  Out/Look 
magazine,  said  she  and  others  plan  to  take 
up  the  censorship  issue  at  the  gathering. 
Three  panels  will  look  at  “The  Future  of 
Sexually  Explicit  Writing,”  “Policing  Our 
Desires,”  and  “Self-revelation  and  Self¬ 
censorship.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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by  Michael  Bronski 


•  t  would  have  to  have  been  the  New  York 

IPost,  of  course.  No  other  paper  would 
have  had  the  sense  of  tact  or  charm.  Next 
to  the  full  cover  portrait  of  Father  Bruce 
Ritter  that  made  him  look  like  a  cross  bet¬ 
ween  the  Prophet  Isaiah  and  Vlad  the  Im- 
paler,  the  headline  screamed;  FALL  FROM 
GRACE.  And  then  in  smaller  print: 
“Father  Ritter  Gets  the  Boot/Covenant 
House  founder  ordered  to  step  down.” 

It  would  also  have  had  to  have  been  the 
Post  to  have  the  city’s  best  49-point  type 
headline  and  not  quite  get  the  story  right. 
Father  Bruce  Ritter  —  the  organizer, 
guiding  light  and  star  fundraiser  of  the 
country’s  largest  and  most  famous  haven 
for  homeless  teens  —  was  neither  fired  nor 
banished.  In  reality  he  was  directed  by  his 
Franciscan  superiors  to  take  an  open-ended 
leave  of  absence  from  his  duties  pending  the 
outcome  of  official  church  inquiries  into 
sexual  abuse  charges  leveled  against  him  by 
several  former  Covenant  House  residents. 

While  this  turn  of  events  now  seems  in¬ 
evitable,  it  was  surprising.  Back  when  the 
Post  broke  the  original  story  on  Dec.  13, 
the  backlash  was  tremendous.  Cries  of 
“foul”  could  be  heard  everywhere  from  the 
New  York  Times  editorial  page  to  his 
eminence  of  militant  homophobia  John 
Cardinal  O’Connor  to  former  Mayor  Koch, 
and  even  Rev.  Ritter  himself.  They  claimed 
that  this  time  the  Post  had  gone  too  far  in  its 
search  for  shock  and  sensationalism.  And 
while  the  Post,  owned  by  tabloid  tsar 
Rupert  Murdoch,  has  little  of  which  to  be 
proud,  it  did  take  up  an  unpopular  story 
(despite  its  huge  potential  for  sensationalism 
and  sales)  that  would  make  them  no  friends. 
As  Post  president  Valarie  Salembier  told  the 
New  York  Deadline  Club  in  a  keynote 
speech  two  weeks  ago:  “We  broke  the  story. 
We  told  the  truth.  We  took  the  heat.” 

At  first  glace  it  seemed  as  if  the  Covenant 
House  story  would  be  no  big  deal.  The  press 
—  especially  the  more  sensationalist  press  — 
has  always  capitalized  on  building  up  news 
personalities  and  then  turning  on  them  in 
the  belief  that  the  public  loves  to  idolize  its 
heroes  but  enjoys  it  even  more  when  they 
turn  out  to  be  false  gods.  In  recent  times  this 


has  been  true  of  both  the  Charles  and  Carol 
Stuart  and  the  Tawana  Brawley  cases,  as 
well  as  the  media  coverage  of  Rock 
Hudson’s  AIDS  diagnosis.  (Although  in 
that  instance  the  press  spent  35  years  pro¬ 
moting  an  image  destroyed  in  one  headline.) 
Certainly  Father  Bruce  Ritter,  moving,  as  he 
did,  from  urban  folk  hero  to  somewhere 
between  a  vox  populi  and  vox  daie  saint, 
was  ripe  to  have  his  reputation  tested  by  a 
baptism  of  fire.  But  the  issues  here  run  deep¬ 
er,  and  more  silently,  than  they  first  appear. 
The  ongoing  story  of  Father  Bruce  Ritter, 
Covenant  House,  and  the  hordes  of  throw¬ 
away  kids  on  the  street  (as  well  as  the 
church,  the  state  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community)  connect  and  tangle  in  surpris¬ 
ing  and  dismaying  ways. 

Singing  the  praises  of  an  ‘unsung  hero’ 

Almost  all  of  the  pre-scandal  newspaper 
accounts  of  Father  Ritter’s  life  and  work 
refer  to  him  as  an  “unsung  hero,”  a  phrase 
used  by  former-President  Reagan  singling 
Ritter  out  for  praise  in  the  1984  State  of  the 
Union  address.  But  even  10  years  ago  the 
“unsung  hero”  moniker  was  beginning  to 
seem  a  misnomer.  Ritter  had  garnered 
massive  press  coverage,  awards,  and  na¬ 
tional  attention  for  himself  and  his  work. 
Not  that  he  didn’t  deserve  it. 

Ritter  started  Covenant  House  in  two  de¬ 
serted  East  Village  tenements  in  1968  and 
since  that  time  the  organization  has  grown 
tremendously.  In  just  over  20  years,  a  staff 
of  1600  in  six  countries  has  helped  200,000 
runaways  and  street  kids  in  16  centers.  Over 
90  percent  of  last  year’s  $90  million  budget 
to  fund  this  massive  operation  was  raised 
from  private  donations.  The  main  source  of 
fundraising  for  Covenant  House,  a  monthly 
newsletter  written  in  a  personal  tone  by  Rit¬ 
ter  himself,  is  sent  to  over  800,000  potential 
donors.  Besides  large  overnight  crash 
shelters,  Covenant  House  also  runs  units 
designed  to  help  young  people  who  test  HIV 
antibody  positive;  for  those  coping  with 
drug  problems;  and  a  program  called  “Rites 
of  Passage”  providing  long-term  housing 
and  education. 

Even  in  a  world  in  which  it  is  common  for 
social  service  agencies  to  be  ineffective  and 
for  non-profit  charities  to  spend  more  in¬ 
come  on  upkeep  than  output,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  Covenant  House  helped  a  lot  of 
kids  efficiently  and  cost-effectively.  And 
while  other  social  agencies  have  flirted  with 
bad  press,  Covenant  House  has  managed  — 
until  now  —  to  retain  an  aura  of  saintliness 
about  it.  It  was  as  though  Ritter  had  been 
able  to  put  into  practice  the  unpretentious 
preaching  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  —  founder 
of  Ritter’s  chosen  order  —  and  actually 
change  the  world.  Ironically,  he  discovered 
that  the  Saint’s  work  was  better  served  by 
computerized  direct  mail  solicitation  and 
high-profile  media  coverage  than  by  re¬ 
nouncing  materialism. 

Singing  a  new  song 

But  Saint  Francis  was  as  famous  for  talk¬ 
ing  to  animals  as  he  was  for  his  ministrations 


to  the  poor  and  needy.  And  now  the  “un¬ 
sung”  heroic  songs  about  Father  Ritter  are 
being  drowned  out  by  a  different  tune  en¬ 
tirely.  In  much  of  the  scandal  coverage,  Rit¬ 
ter’s  special  friendship  with  Kevin  Lee  Kite 
(the  first  person  to  level  sexual  misconduct 
charges  against  the  priest)  has  been  portrayed 
as  a  dalliance  with  a  wolf  in  lost  sheep’s 
clothing.  When  the  Post  first  printed  Kite’s 
(then  using  the  pseudonym  Tim  Warner) 
report  of  a  prolonged  affair  with  the  saintly 
priest,  Ritter’s  defenders  rushed  to  the  front 
claiming  that  the  story  was  the  trashiest  sen¬ 
sationalism  and  a  complete  lie.  In  fact,  the 
Post  had  held  the  story  for  almost  two 
months  and  published  it  only  after  checking 
and  double-checking  the  facts.  The  Post 
confirmed  that  Manhattan  District  At¬ 
torney  Robert  Morgenthau’s  office  was  in¬ 
vestigating  Ritter  for  misappropriation  of 
funds  and  that  an  inquiry  was  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  Linda  Fairstein,  head  of  the  Sex 
Crimes  Unit,  based  on  Kite’s  allegations. 
The  Post  was  well  aware  of  the  complex 
politics  surrounding  the  case  and  was  de¬ 
termined  not  to  be  caught  with  Father  Rit¬ 
ter’s  pants  not  down  around  his  ankles. 

The  original  Post  articles  were  greeted 
with  scorn  by  the  rest  of  the  press  and  Kevin 
Lee  Kite  was  treated  as  a  sociopath.  In  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  establish  some  damage  control  — 
and  discredit  Kite  even  further  —  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  Covenant  House  disclosed  his 
real  name  and  a  press  conference  was  staged 
after  flying  Kite’s  father  up  from  Texas.  The 
man  claimed  that  his  son  was  a  pathological 
liar  “always  trying  to  hurt  those  who  were 
attempting  to  help  him.”  Both  the 
disclosure  of  the  false  name  and  the  press 
conference  were,  to  the  relief  of  many,  big 
news  and  the  New  York  Times  and  the  elec¬ 
tronic  media  played  them  up.  Until  this  time 
the  rumors  about  Ritter  and  the  boy  —  man 
actually,  originally  claiming  to  be  younger. 
Kite  is  26  —  had  not  been  taken  very  serious¬ 
ly,  but  they  also  refused  to  go  away.  The 
DA’s  office  was  taking  its  time  with  the  in¬ 
vestigation  but  still  maintained  that  Warner 
was  a  “credible  witness.”  Most  of  the 
stories  appearing  in  the  press  were  written 
with  deep  sympathy  for  Ritter.  The  Times 
had  an  editorial  urging  the  DA’s  office  to 
complete  its  business  as  soon  as  possible  and 
an  op-ed  piece  by  ex-Times  editor  A.M. 
Rosenthal,  gave  Ritter  total  support.  Rosen¬ 
thal  claimed  that  Covenant  House  was  in 
financial  danger  —  its  revenues  having  dip¬ 
ped  25  percent  since  the  story  broke  — 
because  of  the  irresponsible  bad  press. 

You  mean.  Father  Ritter  might  be  gay? 

In  the  news  reports,  editorials  and  com¬ 
mentary  columns  during  this  period  there  is 
an  extreme  sense  of  outrage  that  has  to  do 
not  only  with  the  charge  of  sexual  abuse  but 
also  the  implication  that  Ritter  might,  in 
fact,  be  gay.  Ritter’s  defenders  were  happy 
to  dismiss  the  abuse  charge  by  attacking 
Warner’s  credibility,  but  they  could  only  in¬ 
voke  Ritter’s  good  works,  unsullied  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  vow  of  celibacy  to  negate  the  spec¬ 
ter  of  his  being  homosexual.  To  these  minds 


it  was  clear  that  Ritter’s  being  gay  would 
have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  his  status 
as  a  secular  saint.  It  is  theoretically  impossi¬ 
ble  —  in  this  line  of  thinking  —  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  vital,  successful  social  work 
could  ever  go  hand-in-hand.  Of  course  the 
man  spent  a  lot  on  time  on  his  knees  —  but 
in  prayer,  only.  Ritter’s  defenders  were  anx¬ 
ious  to  distance  him  from  homosexuality, 
but  they  couldn’t  have  done  the  job  any  bet¬ 
ter  than  Ritter  himself  over  the  years. 

Ritter,  taking  his  cue  from  the  med¬ 
dlesome  politics  of  reigning  Cardinals 
Cooke  and  O’Connor,  had  always  been  a 
vocal  and  active  opponent  of  the  New  York 
City  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  throughout 
the  long  history  of  fighting  for  it.  His  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  defender  and  savior  of  youth  only 
reinforced  the  association  between  gay  men 
and  child  molestation. 

He  had  also  been  appointed  to  the  in¬ 
famous  Meese  Commission  on  Porno¬ 
graphy  in  1985,  and  while  he  eagerly  helped 
map  out  its  most  conservative  and  repressive 
stands,  he  actually  lost  a  vote  (8-2)  when  he 
suggested  that  the  committee  take  the  stand 
that  homosexuality  was  less  “normative” 
than  heterosexuality. 

While  these  attempts  to  influence  public 
policy  with  personal  theology  may  have 
been  obnoxious,  more  serious  charges  have 
been  leveled  against  his  Covenant  House 
policies.  Joyce  Hunter,  the  director  of  social 
services  for  the  Hetrick-Martin  Institute  for 
the  Protection  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth, 
has  claimed  that  lesbian  and  gay  kids  have 
been  harassed  by  other  residents  as  well  as 
by  Covenant  House  councilors. 

Even  more  disturbing  is  Covenant 
House’s  theologically  based  ban  on  dis¬ 
tributing  safe  sex  information  endorsing  the 
use  of  condoms.  There  have  even  been  re¬ 
ports  in  The  Village  Voice  that  kids  have 
been  denied  shelter  at  the  Covenant  House 
centers  because  they  were  caught  passing 
out  safe-sex  pamphlets.  AIDS  activists  have 
always  been  prohibited  from  distributing 
condoms  in  the  shelters. 

As  insane  or  shocking  as  this  may  seem  — 
especially  to  anyone  who  works  with  AIDS 
or  street  kids  —  it  actually  makes  sense. 
Bruce  Ritter  is  a  priest  in  good  standing  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  has  a  huge 
amount  of  media  visibility  in  a  city  with  an 
archdiocese  run  by  the  very  conservative 
John  Cardinal  O’Connor.  O’Connor  is  out¬ 
spoken  in  his  opposition  to  safe  sex  that  is 
not  abstinence  —  “Good  morality  i's  good 
health”  he  has  proclaimed  —  and  although 
Ritter  may  have  been  in  the  vanguard  of  car¬ 
ing  and  publicizing  the  plight  of  throwaway 
kids,  he  was  not  about  to  risk  antagonizing 
his  powerful  and  influential  boss.  Even  if 
Ritter  did  want  to  publicly  endorse  condom 
use  as  a  way  of  avoiding  HIV  infection, 
O’Connor  (who  treats  his  flock  less  like  a 
good  shepherd  than  a  cattle  driver  making 
sure  he  gets  the  herd  across  the  border  into 
heaven)  would  be  sure  to  take  whatever 
steps  he  could  to  stop  him. 

AIDS  activists  estimate  that  close  to  10 
percent  of  Covenant  House’s  residents  test 
positively  for  HIV  antibodies  and  that  a 
great  many  others  who  hustle  or  otherwise 
exchange  sex  for  money  are  at  high  risk  for 
doing  so.  While  some  church  authorities 
may  consider  the  ban  on  safe  sex  education 
good  morality,  many  lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS 
activists  place  it  more  in  the  range  of 
murder. 

By  the  end  of  December  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  January  things  were  looking  better 
for  Covenant  House  and  Ritter’s  reputa¬ 
tion.  Then  in  mid-January  several  bombs 
were  dropped.  It  turned  out  that  Kevin  Lee 
Kite’s  father  —  who  nearly  discredited 
everything  his  son  had  claimed  about  Ritter 

—  was  a  homophobic  Baptist  fundamental¬ 
ist,  very  likely  the  reason  Kite  left  home  in 
the  first  place.  Even  worse  for  Ritter,  it  was 
revealed  that  the  false  identity  Covenant 
House  had  attacked  Kite  for  using  was  ac¬ 
tually  one  assigned  by  the  organization  in 
the  first  place.  Although  Covenant  House 
spokespeople  won’t  explain  why  —  there 
was  some  early  noise  about  an  FBI-type 
witness  relocation  program  to  help  teen 
hustlers  escape  the  mob  that  seems  to  have 
died  down  —  the  group  provided  Kite  with  a 
doctored  birth  and  baptismal  certificate 
secured  by  a  priest  in  New  York  State.  The 
papers  gave  Kite  the  name  Timothy  Warner. 
The  parents  of  the  real  Timothy  Warner  — 
who  died  of  cancer  at  the  age  of  ten  in  1980 

—  have  contacted  the  FBI  about  the  misap¬ 
propriation  of  documents. 

As  if  all  this  weren’t  enough.  New  York’s 
gay  and  lesbian  weekly  Out  Week  published 
an  interview  with  Kite  Jan.  21  in  which  he 
claimed  —  among  other  things  —  that  Ritter 
never  used  condoms  when  they  had  sex.  He 
claimed  that  even  though  Ritter  preferred 
that  Kite  not  go  out  with  other  men,  the 
priest  urged  him  to  use  condoms  with  them 
if  he  did.  Kite  had  been  portrayed  in  most  of 


the  mainstream  media  as  a  pathological  liar 
and  a  sociopathic  hustler,  but  in  Out  Week 
he  came  across  as  intelligent,  articulate  and 
reasonable. 

Even  more  damaging  in  content  was  an 
article  published  in  the  Jan.  30  Village  Voice 
in  which  reporter  Philip  Nobile  told  of  an 
earlier  charge  of  sexual  misconduct  against 
Ritter.  The  report  was  made  by  a  street 
hustler  named  John  Melican,  whom  Nobile 
had  investigated  in  1987  while  working  for 
Penthouse.  Melican  claimed  to  have  had  an 
on/off  sexual  relationship  with  Ritter  start¬ 
ing  when  he  was  16  in  1973  and  ending  in 
1986.  Nobile  did  not  follow  the  story 
through,  however,  because  Melican  was  dif¬ 
ficult  to  work  with  and  Nobile  had  a  hard 
time  finding  any  corroborating  witnesses. 
Along  with  the  Melican  interview,  the  Voice 
also  documented  much  of  Ritter’s  anti-gay 
activity,  emphasizing  the  huge  gap  between 
“good  morality”  and  good  sense  that  seems 
to  shape  so  much  of  Ritter  and  Covenant 
House’s  policies. 

Three  strikes  and  you’re  out  1 

The  interviews  with  Kite  and  Melican  re¬ 
ceived  some  mainstream  media  attention 
but  not  as  much  as  the  testimony  of  Ithaca- 
based  Darryl  J.  Bassile,  a  31 -year-old 
worker  at  a  center  for  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities.  When  Bassile  contacted  Ritter’s  super¬ 
iors  and  they  refused  to  return  his  phone 
calls,  he  went  to  the  New  York  Times  with 
his  story.  The  Times,  which  until  this  point 
had  avoided  original  reporting  of  the  affaire 
Ritter,  was  as  eager  for  a  scoop  as  the 
Post.  In  an  interview  published  in  the  Times 
Feb.  6,  Bassile  claimed  to  have  had  sex  with 
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homosexual  orientation.  The  very  existence 
of  sexually  active  gay  teens  is  a  grave  theo¬ 
retical  problem  for  Ritter’s  strict  system  of 
sexual  morality.  Although  all  of  the  young 
people  who  come  to  Covenant  House  need 
help,  Ritter  probably  considers  homosex  at 
least  as  morally  repugnant  as  condom  use. 
And,  of  course,  it  is  better  for  both  public 
image  and  fundraising  to  downplay  the  gay 
youth  angle.  While  Ritter’s  accusers  aren’t 
necessarily  gay  —  Kite  says  he  is  happily  so, 
Bassile  has  been  married  and  divorced  twice 
—  their  claims  raise  not  only  the  question  of 
abuse  but  also  the  specific  problems  of  gay 
teens  and  how  Covenant  House  may  or  may 
not  be  dealing  with  them. 

It  is  impossible  to  underestimate  the 
power  of  the  New  York  Catholic  Church  in 
regulating  what  makes  it  into  the 
newspapers.  There  may  not  be  direct 
manipulation  or  interference  —  as  there  ap¬ 
parently  was  in  the  publication  of  The 
American  Pope  —  but  the  Cardinal  is  more 
than  willing  to  use  a  great  deal  of  political 
power.  Any  negative  depiction  of  Father 
Ritter  or  Covenant  House  reflects  on  the 
Church  and  archdiocese.  O’Connor  has 
been  adamant  in  his  stand  against  gay  rights, 
safe  sex  and  homosexuals  in  general  — 
besides  having  lobbied  extensively  against 
the  gay  rights  bill,  he  has  forbidden  the  gay 
Catholic  organization  Dignity  from  using 
any  Church-owned  building  and  worked 
against  city  anti-discrimination  legislation 
designed  to  protect  lesbian  and  gay  workers. 
The  New  York  press  would  be  well  aware  of 
the  mighty  O’Connor’s  feelings  about  ex¬ 
posing  the  allegations  against  Ritter  or 


Ritter  half-a-dozen  times  in  1973.  At  the 
time  he  was  seeking  refuge  from  a  homeless 
life  of  street  hustling  and  some  horrific  sexual 
abuse  and  violence  at  a  Catholic-run  or¬ 
phanage  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  says  he 
was  once  raped  and  hanged  from  a  tree. 

Bassile  came  forward  with  the  story  be¬ 
cause  he  had  been  attending  conferences  on 
sexual  abuse  and  coming  to  terms  with  his 
youthful  experiences.  He  also  claimed  that 
he  had  no  complaints  about  Covenant 
House  and  harbored  little  resentment  for 
Ritter,  he  simply  wanted  the  priest  “to  get 
help  with  his  problems.” 

More  than  the  absent  Melican  or  the 
Covenant  House-discredited  Kite,  Bassile 
had  an  effect  on  making  the  claims  against 
Ritter  be  taken  seriously.  In  the  first  week  of 
February  he  was  interviewed  by  Rev.  Canice 
Connors,  a  Franciscan  priest  specializing  in 
the  sexual  and  emotional  problems  of 
priests.  Although  there  has  been  nothing 
forthcoming  from  the  meeting  —  and  there 
may  not  be,  this  is  an  ecclesiastical  investiga¬ 
tion  unlike  the  DA’s  legal  inquiry  —  the 
mere  fact  that  Ritter’s  religious  order  is  even 
dealing  with  the  accusations  is  a  positive 
new  development. 

When  the  New  York  Times  broke  the 
Bassile  story,  it  was  obvious  to  all  parties 
concerned  with  the  scandal  that  the  charges 
against  Ritter  would  have  to  be  taken  more 
seriously.  The  tone  in  the  editorials  became 
more  somber,  defeated  rather  than  defen¬ 
sive.  Even  the  Daily  News  said  in  its  Feb.  2 
editorial  that  Ritter’s  removal  from  office 
was  “sad  but  appropriate”  after  having 
rushed  to  his  defense  when  the  original  story 
broke.  On  the  same  day  as  the  News 
editorial,  the  Post  printed  a  25-paragraph- 
long  editorial  defending  its  coverage  and 
claiming  that  whatever  the  eventual  out¬ 
come  of  the  charges  against  Ritter,  the 


Covenant  House  Board  of  Directors  had 
been  misguided  in  not  taking  the  early 
charges  seriously.  There  were  still  some  Rit¬ 
ter  defenders,  however,  and  conservative 
Daily  News  columnist  Bill  Reel  lamented 
that  “headlines  have  destroyed  the  priest’s 
career”  and  implied  that  both  Kite  and 
Bassile  were  “master  manipulators  of  the 
press.” 

Lies  and  whispers  ? 

At  this  point  the  Ritter  controversy  is  in  a 
“wait  and  see”  period.  Other  boys,  and  ex¬ 
boys,  may  come  forward  but  their  testi¬ 
mony  would  probably  be  redundant  —  cum¬ 
ulative  rather  than  revelatory.  The  big  break 
came  once  the  story  was  taken  seriously  by 
the  media.  In  retrospect,  you  have  to 
wonder,  why  was  Father  Ritter  seen  to  be, 
like  Caesar’s  wife,  above  suspicion,  even 
above  investigation?  Is  it  just  a  case  of  a 
good  man  who  is  so  well  liked,  so  respected, 
so  revered  that  any  hint  of  impropriety  is  out 
of  the  question?  Or  are  there  other  factors 
involved  which  made  most  of  the  New  York 
media  (and  even  the  national  media)  think 
twice  about  checking  to  see  if  an  idol  it  had 
helped  build  actually  did  have  feet  —  or  a 
dick  —  of  clay? 

To  begin  with,  there  has  always  been  an 
incredible  silence  in  the  press  about  gay 
priests.  But  several  months  ago,  trash 
religious  novelist  Father  Andrew  Greeley 
suggested  in  his  syndicated  newspaper  col¬ 
umn  that  the  American  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  has  become  predominantly  homo¬ 
sexual  with  more  heterosexual  men  refusing 
to  become  priests,  or  remain  so  if  they  are 
already  ordained.  And  while  this  raised 
quite  a  few  eyebrows,  hardly  anyone  rushed 
forward  with  vigorous  denials.  Even  when 
there  have  been  rumors  about  gay  priests  — 
as  there  were  about  New  York’s  Francis 


“Fanny”  Cardinal  Spellman  and  Boston’s 
Richard  “Kitty”  Cardinal  Cushing  —  the 
whispers  never  made  it  to  the  press.  In  fact, 
when  John  Cooney  published  his  biography 
of  Spellman,  The  American  Pope,  Times 
Books  (owned,  not  coincidentally,  by  the 
New  York  Times  itself)  made  him  remove 
almost  all  of  the  gay  content  claiming  that  it 
was  insufficiently  documented. 

If  there  were  rumors  that  Father  Ritter 
was  homosexual  —  and  in  all  likelihood 
there  were  —  they  were  not  about  to  make  it 
into  the  newspapers.  This  is  a  double-edged 
sword  because  on  the  one  hand  it  is  always 
good  to  have  public  figures  come  out,  but 
on  the  other,  the  press  only  drags  people  out 
of  the  closet  in  order  to  punish  or  discredit 
them.  In  Ritter’s  case  it  was  clear  that  no 
matter  how  much  good  the  man  had  done, 
any  inference  of  homosexuality  —  not  to 
mention  abuse  of  power  and  position  with 
sexual  overtones  —  was  not  going  to  further 
beatify  him. 

If  there  is  a  conspiracy  of  silence  about 
gay  priests,  there  is  also  a  similar  one  about 
gay  and  lesbian  life  and  culture  in  general. 
Except  for  the  Village  Voice  no  newspapers 
ever  carried  the  stories  of  Covenant  House 
and  safe  sex  or  the  harassment  of  gay  teens 
at  the  organization’s  shelters.  Since  most  of 
the  city’s  population  would  probably  dis¬ 
agree  with  Ritter’s  (and  the  church’s)  no¬ 
condoms  policy,  this  never  became  news  be¬ 
cause  it  would  reflect  badly  on  the  man  and 
his  organization. 

Reading  through  pre-  and  post-scandal 
articles  on  Covenant  House  there  is  almost 
never  any  mention  of  gay  teens.  It’s  true  that 
some  of  the  boys  are  said  to  be  hustlers,  but 
the  implication  is  that  they  are  heterosexual- 
ly  oriented  but  economically  forced  to  trick 
with  men.  And  while  many  times  this  is  true, 
no  credence  is  ever  given  to  the  matter  of 
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Covenant  House. 

It  is  a  given  in  any  article  about  Covenant 
House  that  Ritter’s  fundraising  ability 
comes  in  for  high  praise.  But  what  none  of 
the  coverage  has  mentioned  is  that  one 
bonus  of  the  massive  private  donations  Rit¬ 
ter  accrued  is  that  the  state  government  does 
not  have  to  shell  out  money  to  do  this 
necessary  work.  Last  year  the  federal  budget 
for  programs  like  Covenant  House  was  $27 
million.  Both  the  mayor  of  New  York  and 
the  governor  of  the  state  —  as  well  as  the  of¬ 
ficials  of  Covenant  House  shelters  outside 
of  New  York  City  —  fully  realize  that 
Ritter’s  operation  saves  them  a  huge 
amount  of  money.  Any  bad  press  that  Ritter 
receives  will  —  as  it  has  —  cause  a  drop  in 
donations.  Since  the  city  and  the  state  of 
New  York  are  as  strapped  financially  as  the 
federal  government,  any  injury  done  to 
Covenant  House  will  also  affect  their 
budgets  if  forced  to  throw  money  towards 
the  program’s  operating  costs  or  —  even 
worse  —  start  up  their  own  versions  of 
Covenant  House. 

In  a  very  real  way  Bruce  Ritter’s  Cove¬ 
nant  House  is  the  prime  example  of  George 
Bush’s  vision  of  a  “thousand  points  of 
light.”  Here  is  private  volunteerism  on  a 
grand  scale  that  actually  works.  Inspired  by 
goodness  and  funded  by  personal  charity. 
Covenant  House  is  the  best  ad  Bush  —  and 
the  other  Reaganite  private-sector  theorists 
—  could  have.  No  wonder  Bush  visited 
Covenant  House  for  a  major  photo-op  sev¬ 
eral  months  ago.  Newspapers  touting 
Bush’s  philanthropic  version  of  American 
do-goodism  and  personal  boot-strap 
achievement  would  be  loath  to  do  injury  to 
Covenant  House.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
mainstream  press  would  be  sympathetic  to 
the  idea  that  personal  charity  is  a  better  way 
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to  deal  with  social  ills  than  expecting  the 
state  to  accept  the  responsibility. 

In  spite  of  the  big  bucks,  Covenant  House 
isn’t  just  about  giving  money  but  mainly 
about  helping  kids  who  are  in  trouble.  Of 
course  everyone  wants  to  help  kids  who  are 
in  trouble.  Who  would  be  against  it?  But 
there  is  a  deep  seated  ambivalence  about 
children  in  our  culture,  especially  about 
children  and  .sex  and  children  and  abuse, 
and  where  tho.se  boundaries  intersect.  In  re¬ 
cent  years  as  child  sexual  abuse  has  become 
more  of  an  open  issue  —  thanks  to  those 
who  have  spoken  out  about  it  —  this  am¬ 
bivalence  has  deepened.  Once  thought  to  be 
the  sole  province  of  “funny  uncles”  and 
homosexuals,  it  is  now  known  that  most 
child  abu.se  happens  at  home,  perpetrated 
by  heterosexuals  who  are  usually  relatives. 
This  is,  understandably,  an  extremely 
frightening  concept  for  people  who  hold  up 
“American  family  values”  as  an  ideal  and  a 
goal.  Almost  all  of  the  kids  who  go  to  Cove¬ 
nant  House  are  out  on  the  streets  because  of 
some  form  of  abuse  by  heterosexuals  in 
family  settings.  They  are  like  flashing  neon 
signs  warning  that  heterosexual  nuclear 
families  generally  don’t  work. 

Of  course  when  the  press  talks  about 
abused  children  —  as  it  does  with  Covenant 
House  and  as  Ritter  does  in  his  fundraising 
letters  —  it  plays  on  the  easy  sympathy,  the 
obvious  pathos  of  young,  wasted  lives.  But 
to  put  the  situation  into  a  wider  context  — 
that  many  families  are  dangerous  for 
children’s  health  and  well  being,  that 
heterosexuality  and  prescribed  gender 
arrangements  cause  many  social  ills;  and 
woman-  and  child-hatred  is  the  cause  of 
most  abuse  —  would  be  too  repulsive  to 
most  readers  of  the  Post,  the  Times  or 
Father  Ritter’s  newsletter. 

In  most  of  the  pro-Ritter  commentaries  in 
the  New  York  papers  it  was  interesting  to  see 
how  most  writers  were  comfortable  describ¬ 
ing  Kite  and  Bassile  as  petty  but  dangerous 
monsters  bent  on  destruction.  At  the  same 
time  they  lamented  the  fact  that  any  damage 
to  Ritter  or  Covenant  House  would  mean 
that  innocent  street  kids  would  not  receive 
the  help  they  need.  But  how  could  the  press 
carry  off  this  argument  when  both  Kite  and 
Bassile  were  the  “innocent  children”  Cove¬ 
nant  House  was  supposed  to  be  saving  as 
well  as  the  “monsters”  destroying  it? 

It  is  difficult  for  our  culture  to  see 
children  as  independent  and  complex  people 
with  emotions,  feelings  and  sexual  impulses 
of  their  own.  In  many  ways  the  prevalent 
image  of  children  as  “eternal  victims”  is  a 
comforting  one  because  it  denies  children 
autonomy  and  because  the  “good”  adults 
—  like  Father  Ritter  and  all  of  those  who 
support  him  —  can  easily  be  cast  in  the  role 
of  saviors. 

But  it  is  also  important  to  remember  that 
the  boundaries  between  “savior”  and 
“monster”  have  often  been  blurry.  Despite 
social  injunctions  and  prohibitions,  there  is 
a  long  tradition  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
pedophiles  who  have  done  groundbreaking 
work  with  young  people:  Lord  Baden-Pow- 
ell,  Mary  Emma  Wooley,  Dame  Katherine 
Furse,  M.  Carey  Thomas,  St.  Don  Bosco, 
and  Horatio  Algier  —  as  well  as  millions  of 
lay  teachers,  priests  and  nuns.  Generally  un¬ 
married  and  willing  to  devote  their  entire 
lives  to  teaching  or  reform  work,  they  gain¬ 
ed  and  maintained  fame  by  remaining 
closeted.  While  not  all  of  them  acted  out  on 
their  sexual  desires  —  although  some  did  — 
their  students  and  charges  certainly  benefit¬ 
ed  from  their  dedication. 

With  such  deep-seated  cultural  am¬ 
bivalence  about  children  it  is  a  relief  to  the 
public  to  have  a  folk-hero  like  Ritter  take 
control  and  solve  all  of  its  problems  about 
kids.  One  of  the  reasons  Ritter’s  fundraising 
was  so  successful  is  that  people  were  more 
than  willing  to  abdicate  responsibility  for 
thinking  about  the  complex  problems  sur¬ 
rounding  abuse,  homelessness  and  young 
people  and  just  let  Covenant  House  deal  with 
it.  In  the  popular  imagination  Ritter  became 
an  almost  mythic  urban  hero  upon  whom 
people  could  project  their  own  ambivalence 
and  fears.  Ritter  was  the  perfect  receptacle 
for  all  of  these  feelings  —  a  priest  mandated 
to  be  good  and  non-sexual,  out  there  in  the 
streets  with  no  other  apparent  desires  except 
to  help  “his”  children,  and  dedicated  to  his 
work  with  no  other  “material”  distractions 
to  take  him  away  from  his  mission  in  life.  He 
was  a  super-hero  and  a  super-star,  everyone’s 
conscience.  That  is,  until  now.  The  criticism 
of  Ritter  and  Covenant  House  has  made  this 
simple  outlook  impossible  to  maintain. 
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It  is  also  impossible  to  judge  Ritter’s  guilt 
or  innocence.  In  fact,  it  is  hard  to  decide 
what  guilt  or  innocence  actually  are.  His  ac¬ 
cusers’  stories  certainly  seem  reasonable  and 
if  Ritter  did  instigate  sexual  relationships 
with  them  against  their  free  will,  he  crossed 
the  boundaries  ot  standard  acceptable  beha¬ 
vior  for  a  professional  in  a  social  work  situa¬ 
tion.  But  in  the  public  eye  Bruce  Ritter  is  not 
only  being  judged  for  overstepping  a  boun¬ 
dary  but  for  being  a  homosexual,  someone 
who  had  no  business  working  with  kids  in 
the  first  place.  Given  the  hysteria  about 
homo-sexuals  and  children  and  sex  —  a  great 
deal  of  it  fueled  by  Ritter  and  his  church 
cohorts  themselves  —  all  of  the  good  work 
he  has  done  will  be  tainted  by  the  simple 
revelation  that  he  is  gay.  We  have  seen  this 
all  too  often. 

But  what  we  have  also  seen  all  too  often  is 
the  closeted  homosexual  willing  to  work 
within  the  power  structure  even  if  it  means 
attacking  the  community  which  might  claim 
him  as  a  member.  In  the  gay  community  Rit¬ 
ter  is  being  judged  as  a  liar  and  a  hypocrite 
whose  dangerous,  theologically  based  poli¬ 
cies  will  cause  more  emotional  harm  and 
AIDS  deaths  to  young  gay  men  and  lesbians 
than  their  lives  on  the  streets. 

In  the  long  run  Ritter  is  neither  an  Isaiah 
nor  a  Vlad  the  Impaler.  Both  of  these  are 
mythic  figures  bearing  no  resemblance  to 
real  human  beings.  Neither  does  the  super¬ 
folk-hero  image  concocted  by  Ritter,  pro¬ 
moted  by  Covenant  House,  and  bought, 
packaged  and  re-sold  by  the  press. 
Whatever  the  truth  about  Ritter’s  sexuality 
or  about  his  relationships  with  Kevin  Lee 
Kite  or  Darryl  Bassile,  it  is  clear  that  they 
were  involved  in  some  way  with  the  man  and 
not  his  image.  It  is  wrongheaded  to  see  Rit¬ 
ter  as  a  victim  of  the  press  —  or  a  victim  of 
the  conflicts  between  the  gay  community, 
the  city.  Covenant  House  and  the  Church  — 
he  has  taken  too  many  forthright  anti-gay 
stands  to  convert  so  easily  to  martyr  status. 
But  somewhere  in  all  of  this  is  a  tragedy  — 
probably  not  even  Ritter’s  —  and  one  that 
you  will  never  read  about  in  the  Times,  the 
Post,  or  the  Village  Voice.  It  is  about  the  in¬ 
ability  of  our  society  to  deal  with  sex,  to  deal 
with  AIDS,  to  deal  with  children,  to  deal 
with  gayness,  or  to  deal  with  the  problems 
caused  by  heterosexuality.  It  therefore  re¬ 
mains  impossible  to  even  imagine  a  culture 
in  which  tolerance  of  diversity  and  accep¬ 
tance  of  sexuality  is  even  a  goal,  let  alone  the 
norm.  □ 

Michael  Bronski  has  been  writing  for  GCN 
for  15  years. 

Woo 

Continued  from  page  3 

pertise,  thereby  giving  the  university  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  fire  her  again  in  the  future. 
“It’s  obvious  they’re  not  really  serious” 
about  implementing  the  arbitrator’s  deci¬ 
sion,  said  Woo. 

Woo  expects  to  be  in  court  again  this  sum¬ 
mer  when  the  suit  to  enforce  the  arbitrator’s 
decision  comes  to  trial.  She  and  the  defense 
committee  are  still  looking  for  an  attorney 
to  take  the  case. 

The  UCB  Labor  Relations  Department 
did  not  return  CON'S  call  by  presstime. 

Woo  also  told  GCN  she  plans  to  run  for 
governor  of  California  on  the  Peace  and 
Freedom  Party  ticket.  Woo,  a  member  of 
the  Freedom  Socialist  Party,  said  she  will 
run  on  a  platform  that  is  feminist,  anti-racist 
and  “fully  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.” 
Commenting  on  the  ramifications  her  can¬ 
didacy  could  have  for  her  struggle  with 
UCB,  Woo  said  “If  I  became  governor,  I 
would  be  an  ex-officio  member  of  the 
University  of  California  Board  of  Regents, 
and  I  would  go  in  there  with  a  broom!” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Conn. 

Continued  from  page  3 

Applause  from  the  crowd  signalled  a  mix¬ 
ed  reaction.  While  some  appeared  to  sup¬ 
port  the  demonstrators,  others,  probably 
most,  cheered  when  Murphy  removed  the 
banner. 

Reaction  from  the  elected  officials  was 
also  largely  negative,  and  few  legislators, 
even  those  supportive  of  gay  rights,  seemed 
to  understand  the  reasons  behind  the  action. 

According  to  Capitol  police,  the  ten 
women  and  two  men  who  were  arrested  are 
the  first  ever  to  be  charged  with  “interfering 
with  the  legislative  process”  in  Connecticut. 
“We  didn’t  call  it  ‘breach  of  peace,’  but  ‘in¬ 
terfering  with  the  legislative  process,’  ” 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
ADMIRAL’S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincelown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Hoad 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/TAXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 
North  Shore: 

(617)  631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/PartsWork- 

space 

BOOKKEEPINGtTAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  'Payroll 
‘Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 

Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 
COUNSELING 
ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 


BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  SI. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON. 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 
LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  Issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 

ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-6110 

Insurance  Accepted 

Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
SOVz  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Ml.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed.-Fri.  9-9 
Walk-In  or  appt. 

247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 


FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  In 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave, 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 
NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

Illnesses. 

Dellvery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L’s 
Preferred 

Call  Pat,  (401)  461-3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)524-6822 
REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Liltell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN’S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SI. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic, 

Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900 

WOMEN’S 
NIGHTCLUBS 
INDIGO  —  A  Club  (or 
Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  CAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER  " 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Oulpalieni  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Cav  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


m  •INDIVIDUAL 
GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
m  THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
^  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266*2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
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GET  STUFFED! 
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At  the  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING  PARTY 

Each  and  every  Friday  Night  at 

M'GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWSm 

62  Bertetey  Street 
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behavior  ossodotes 

Short-Term  Specialty  Groups: 

0  Women  who  are  pre-orgasmic 
0  Lesbians  who  are  coming  out 
0  Lesbian  couples  with  low  sexual  desire 
0  Gay  men  couples  group 

262-9116 

45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 


V 


Problem  focused,  action  oriented  cognitive-behavior  therapy.  Individual  & 
Group.  We  will  form  a  treatment  plan  with  you  to  meet  your  specific  goals. 
Most  Insurance  Accepted.  Betsy  Smith,  Psy.D.,  Program  Director. 
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Now  available 
"We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


:L.  -  - 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon  "  (OA  Sun  i?.  9 


Banana  appeal 

Genderfucking  drag  fag  Abe  Rybeck  may  be  stepping 
behind  the  scenes  for  his  first  full-length  musical.  Blame 
it  on  the  Big  Banana,  but  his  naughty  sexcapades  and  rad 
politics  are  as  upfront  as  ever 


“G 


By  Karl  Schoonover 

ay  liberation  is  not  about  gaining 
people’s  approval,”  says  Abe 
Rybeck,  probably  best  known  as 
the  driving  creative  force  behind  Boston’s 
limp-wristed/ firm- fisted  performance 
iroupe,  the  United  Fruit  Company 
(U.F.C.).  But  Rybeck  may  receive  lots  of 
approval  from  his  fans  as  he  embarks  on 
what  he  describes  as  “the  thrill  of  my  life” 
—  mounting  a  workshop  production  of  his 
first  full-length  musical,  Blame  it  on  the  Big 
Banana.  The  extravaganza,  directed  by 
Richard  Toma,  follows  a  drag  queen  troupe 
as  it  ventures  on  a  cultural  exchange  mission 
to  Nicaragua. 

Rybeck ’s  way-out  work  has  always  been 
of  an  extremely  public  nature:  from  the 
U.F.C.  perfor¬ 
mances  outside 
bars  to  enter¬ 
taining  at  demonstrations  and  gay  pride 
celebrations,  and  even  performing  for  a 
crowd  of  over  a  hundred  in  someone’s  living 
room. 

The  arena  for  Rybeck’s  current  work  is 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology’s 
Kresge  Little  Theater.  For  some,  MIT  may 
seem  like  an  odd  home  for  his  usual  brand 
of  political  outrage.  Could  it  be  that 
Rybeck’s  work  has  taken  a  turn  toward  leg¬ 
itimacy?  Is  he  one  step  closer  to  mainstream 
success  and  forgetting  his  gaudy  past? 
Never.  Blame  it  on  the  Big  Banana  will  not 
disappoint  any  of  Rybeck’s  followers.  In 
fact,  he  pretends  not  to  even  understand  the 
word  legitimacy.  “My  heart  will  always  be 
in  the  street.  My  mind  in  the  gutter.” 

Neither  Rybeck  nor  the  usual  Fruits  will 
be  performing  in  this  south  o’  the  border 
burlesque,  but  he  promises  that  the  new 
troupe  of  queens  in  this  musical  will  blast 
through  the  conventions  of  political  theater: 
“The  show  is  full  of  romantic  beach  scenes, 
CIA  intrigue,  glitzy  marketing  gimmicks, 
bathroom  sex,  mysterious  shootings,  star- 
crossed  lovers,  dramatic  courtroom  revela¬ 
tions,  diplomatic  shenanigans,  and  kinky 
sex  toys... you  know,  autobiographical 
stuff.” 

Over  the  years  Rybeck  has  dreamed  up 
many  a  remarkable  character,  among  them 
old  favorites  Madge  the  manicurist  for  Con¬ 
tra  Aid  (“The  blood  of  innocent  people? 
You’re  soaking  in  it.”)  and  Tallulah  Blank- 
head.  This  time  around  there’s  Bolivia 
Newton-John  and  Rosa  Buxomburg.  But 
you’ll  never  find  one  Pat  in  his  cast  of 
characters... or  more  specifically,  no  pat 
answers.  Through  his  theater  work  Rybeck 
hopes  to  change  people’s  notions  of  the 
word  “political.”  “There  aren’t  easy 
answers,”  he  says.  “Traditionally  ‘political’ 


Abe  Rybeck 


has  meant  yesses  and  noes.  But  no  one  really 
knows.  If  Abe  Rybeck  were  so  right  the 
world  would  have  changed  by  now.” 

Rybeck’s  work  shines  a  glaring  spotlight 
on  the  surface  of  things  to  reveal  their  barely 
concealed  contradictions.  Blame  it  on  the 
Big  Banana  exposes  such  contradictions  in 
everything  from  the  U.S.  class  system  to 
how  ridiculously  the  government  tries  to 
keep  up  appearances  in  Central  America.  A 
case  in  point  is  Rybeck’s  wildly  original  song 
“Down  There,”  which  he  describes  as  “A 
tango  which  points  out  that  Reagan  spoke 
of  Central  America  the  same  way  he  talked 
about  his  colon.” 

Behind  the  clear  cut  facades  of  gender  and 
politics  Abe  Rybeck  finds  chaos,  and  it  is 
that  chaos  that  fuels  his  hilarious  antics.  He 
is  a  fag  with  a  mission,  constantly  calling  in¬ 
to  question  class  comforts;  demanding  that 
his  audience  questions  things  that  it  may 
take  for  granted  on  a  daily  basis.  “People 
can’t  just  work  for  equality  in  South 
Africa,”  he  says  for  example,  “and  then  ig¬ 
nore  racism  in  their  own  community.” 

Abe  Rybeck’s  work  reminds  post-Stone- 
wall  queers  that  many  of  their  political  roots 
lie  in  a  bunch  of  rioting  queens  in  a  working- 
class  bar.  If  there  is  an  essence  to  Rybeck’s 
vision  of  liberation,  then  it  lies  in  making  a 
scene  in  public.  □ 

Blame  it  on  the  Big  Banana  will  be  perform¬ 
ed  at  8  p.m.,  Thurs.-Sat.,  Feb.  22-24,  and  at 
2  p.m.,  Sun.,  Feb.  25  at  MIT’s  Kresge  Little 
Theater,  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge.  Tickets 
are  $10.  Info  and  reservations:  262-1207. 

Karl  Schoonover  is  GCN ’s  features  intern. 


Conn. 

Continued  from  page  10 

which  is  a  more  serious  crime,  said  Murphy. 
All  12  arrestees  were  released  on  a  $250  non¬ 
surety  bond  and  a  promise  to  appear  in 
court  Feb.  23.  The  charge  carries  a  max¬ 
imum  fine  of  $1000. 

The  arrestees,  who  were  held  for  about  an 
hour  while  their  arrests  were  processed,  said 
that,  despite  some  rough  handling  as  they 
were  escorted  out  of  the  gallery,  the  police 
treated  them  respectfully  and  cordially. 

“I  feel  exhilarated,”  Tracey  McDougall, 
one  of  those  arrested,  told  GCN  after  her 
release.  “Completely  exhilarated.” 

Shawn  Lang,  another  arrestee,  echoed, 
“1  feel  great.  We  silenced  O’Neill,”  Lang 
told  GCN,  “  We’re  setting  the  rules.  We’re 
here.  We’re  taking  the  power  back.  Like  the 
June  action,  this  was  a  feeling  of  real  em¬ 
powerment.” 

Last  June  9,  at  the  close  of  the  1989  session 
that  saw  the  defeat  of  the  gay  rights  bill, 
several  lesbians  and  gay  men  also  protested 
from  the  gallery,  but  no  arrests  were  made. 
(See  GCN,  June  25,  1989).  However,  the  Feb. 
7  action  was  more  dramatic,  marking  the  first 
time  in  the  state’s  history  that  the  governor’s 
opening  day  message  to  the  legislature  was  dis¬ 
rupted.  Also,  a  much  larger  crowd  witnessed 
this  action,  which  pleased  activists. 

Although  the  protest  was  carried  as  a  top 
story  by  many  of  the  state’s  newspapers  and 
T.V.  and  radio  stations,  coverage  glossed 
over  the  action’s  motivations  and  focused 


on  negative  reactions  the  demonstration 
may  have  provoked.  In  what  some  activists 
called  a  hostile  move,  the  Hartford  Courant 
listed  the  names,  addresses  and  ages  of  all 
those  arrested.  Although  that  information  is 
available  to  the  public,  the  Courant’s action 
was  contrary  to  the  paper’s  usual  procedure. 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  Connecticut 
have  become  increasingly  militant  and  visi¬ 
ble  in  the  past  few  years.  Many  attribute  the 
new  militancy  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  the  defeats 
of  the  gay  rights  bill  in  1987  and  1989,  and 
the  gay-bashing  murder  of  Richard  Reihl  in 
1988.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Direct  Action 
Committee  formed  after  Connecticut  ACT 
OUT,  the  .state’s  first  lesbian/gay  direct  ac¬ 
tion  group,  disbanded  last  year.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  in  addition  to  major  actions  such  as 
the  Capitol  prote.st,  sponsors  visibility  din¬ 
ners  and  other  public  demonstrations. 

The  group  says  that  rather  than  discour¬ 
aging  further  protests,  the  arrests  will 
energergize  local  activists.  The  group’s 
statement  ended  with  a  promise,  “We  refuse 
to  disappear.  Governor  O’Neill,  at  the  end 
of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  at  every  ongo¬ 
ing  General  Assembly  until  the  message  of 
our  members  becomes  the  passage  of  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill  —  first  demand¬ 
ed  in  1973  and  long  overdue  in  1990.”  □ 
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Select  Your  Next  Mate 


LIVE  THE  ^ 
DREAM 
SHARE  THE 
MAGIC 

One  Call  Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 


RECORD  your  own  private  voice 
npaii  box 

Q  iiTRlEVE  messages  other  callers 
have  left  In  your  mail  box 

^  I 

Q  tmi  YOUR  MESSA6E  in  Others 
mailboxes 

Q  ffiCQRI^^your  message  on  our 
mess^  center 


LISIEIimiHESSAOES  other  callers 
our  message  center. 


,75  min.  $1.50  first  minute 


DIAL-AH- 


MALE  BOX  ^ 

THE  LINE 
DEDICATED  TO 
AMERICAS 
HOHEST  MEN 
LISTEN  TO 
MESSAGES  LEFT 
BY  HOT  G 
OR 
M 


HANG  OUT 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


SlJJiiCTIOiXS 

1-900-370-2266 

Sl.vX)  per  muiotv. 


1-90(^999-3131 


r  BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS  "DREAMLINE " 
V  95«  PER  MINUTE  •  $1  SO  THE  FIRST  MINUTE 


BILLED  TO  YOUR  PHONE  AS 
•REAL  PEOPLE  "  -  S3.50  PER  CALL 


1-900^63-6363 


,  COPvqiGH’ •98snE*L  t^OPLE  LID  VOO  MuSI  BE  BOLDER  PRICES  SUBjECT  TQ  CHANGE  rtilMLXlT  NOTICE 
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ERSONAL  3 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  ^xes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

A  VALENTINE  WISH  TO  RICH,  MY  LOVE 
Once  there  were  some  little  boys. 

Who  loved  to  play  with  little  toys. 

All  but  one  He  did  not  care 

For  he  loved  to  play  with  his  teddy  bears. 

But  years  went  by 
As  they  do 
He  needed  love 
Strong  and  true 
He  looked  and  looked 
High  and  low 
Which  way  to  turn 
He  did  not  know 
But  Friday  night 
at  GCN 

He  learned  to  cuddle 
Once  again. 

Many  warm  loving  feelings 

Patrick _ 

MISS  W. 

Thanks  for  the  lesson,  I  learned  a  lot. 

Tommy _ (31) 

TO  MY  GREEK  LOVER 

I  love  you.  Will  you  be  my  Valentine?  Kiss,  kiss,  slurp, 
slurp...  From  your  one  and  only  bruce.  SMILE!!  (31) 

FANTASY  MAKER 

Black  female  looking  for  latin/white  female  for  pro¬ 
fitable  experience.  Let’s  live  out  our  wildest  fantasy. 
Must  include  photo. _ (31) 

FOXY  LADY 

Jamie  —  You’re  the  greatest,  most  sweet  and  savory  fox 
in  the  world.  1  love  your  sly-n-foxy  ways.  Happy  Valen- 
tine’s  Day!  I  love  you.  YourC.F.! _ (31) 

STONE  FEM 

I  dig  that  crazy  19  and  those  dynamic  jugs!  You’re  the 
nastiest  (and  waftiest)  Valentine  ever.  Love,  a  piece  of 
work. _ (31) 

RACHELLE 

The  very  thought  of  you  makes  my  little  heart  pitter- 
patter.  Sure,  Colorodo  is  beautiful,  but  Somerville  has 
appealing  aspects  too,  n’est-ce  pas?  Happy  Valentine’s 
Day,  sweetie.  Love,  your  favorite  news  editor. _ (31) 

POOT-HEAD 

Screw  this  love  shit.  Let’s  suck  dick.  Happy  ValDay. 
Me; _ ^) 

HELP! 

Moving  to  Boston,  love  theatre,  movies,  making  clothes 
and  my  dog.  Are  there  “gay  ghettos”  in  Boston  where 
it’s  safer  to  live?  What’s  the  rental  range?  Is  there  job 
discrimination  against  gay  people?  Would  someone  be 
penpt^  for  a  few  months  with  this  newcomer?  Tom 
Herbtit,  Box  332,  Colona,  IL  61241 . _ (31) 

FATHER/DONOR! 

GM  would  like  to  talk  with  women  (single  or  coupled) 
about  parenting  options.  I’m  38,  single,  affable,  HIV 
negative.  I’d  like  to  become  a  father/donor  within  the 
next  year.  GCN  Box  382. _ (31) 


ERSONALS 

LESBIAN  COUPLE,  )7-PLU$ 

Would  really  like  to  meet  other  discreet,  easy  going 
couples  for  socializing,  new  friendships  and  fun. 
Smokers  ok!  No  drugs!  No  causes! 

Respond  Box  380. _ (32) 

CONDOM  CASE 

Beautiful  soft  leather  designed  for  discretion.  Purchase 
guarantees  corporate  donation  to  AmFAR.  Credit  cards 
accepted.  $6.95  plus  S&H.  (800)  S41-SI 14, _ ^) 
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NNOUNCEMENT3 

CALUNG  ALL  BOOKWORMS 

Gay  leftist  seeks  people  interested  in  starting  lesbian/gay 
reading  group.  Politics,  history,  religion,  poetry,  fiction, 
philosophy:  anything’s  fair  game!  If  interested,  call  7764693. 
Ask  for  Jim  or  leave  message. _ ^) 

OPTOMETRISTS 

Business  opportunity  —  Fashion  oriented  full  service  store,  af¬ 
fluent  town,  4/2  day  week,  very  profitable,  medical  problems 
force  sale.  Call  Harry  King  V.R.B.B.  Waltham.  642-84(X).  (31) 

Gay  free  lance  journalist  and  activist  desires  letters  from  cur¬ 
rent  and  former  g/1  federal,  state,  or  county  prisoners  about 
their  experiences  while  incarcerated.  To  be  used  for  series  of 
articles  for  publication.  Real  names  will  not  be  published.  All 
letters  will  receive  a  reply.  Write  to:  Andrew  ExIct,  35-20  Date 
Palm,  Suite  260,  Cathedral  Oty,  CA  92234. _ (32) 

ABORTION  RIGHTS  ACTIVISTSI 
A  new  national  network  of  abortion  rights  activists  and 
organizations  is  sponsoring  a  conference  of  abortion  clinic 
defense  groups  from  all  over  North  America  in  Detroit  on 
March  23-25, 1990.  For  information,  contact  NCDCOC,  9950 
Balfour,  Detroit,  Ml  48224  (313)  526-9023. _ (31) 

PROUD  OF  THE  PAST,  LOOKING  TO  THE  FUTURE  is 
the  1990  Pride  Celebration  theme.  Do  you  have 
photographs/slides  from  the  past  that  you  are  proud  of  and 
would  like  to  see  published  in  the  1990  PRIDE  BOOKLET?  If 
you  can  loan  a  photo/slide  please  contact  us  by  March  2, 
1990.  Gnclude  your  name  and  address  on  back  of  each 
photo).  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride,  Atm:  Pride  Booklet,  338 
Newbury  St.,  202L,  Boston,  MA  02115.  P.S.  Has  anyone 
seen  the  Lavender  Rhino  recently?  call  617-262-3149.  (33) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  infor  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice 24 hours,  riY9-5). _ (18.1) 


Services 

MAKE  LIFE  LESS  TAXING 

Wofried  about  getting  your  taxes  done  right?  Relax. 
Call  (617)  821-1601.  ACCOUNTING 

MICROSYSTEMS,  INC.  “Your  Accounting  Solution 
Center” _ ^) 

SENSUAL  NOVELTIES  AND  LOTIONS 
Shipped  discreetly;  $4.00  for  two  catalogs;  void  where 
prohibited;  must  send  (signed!)  letter  certifying  you  are 
over  21  years  old.  Capricorn  Distributing,  5837  Karric 
Square  Drive,  Suite  269-A,  Dublin,  Ohio  43017.  (33) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 
Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ («) 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  X. 


My  utegory  ft: 

D  PERSONAIS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

O  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  DPUBUCATIONS  □  Ol'GANiZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □MOVERS  □OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 
Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lO^lfo  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15*?'o  $. 

□  31  -f-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20’%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
U$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


■Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

266-2(J 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA02215 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  There.-je  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266  0760 


PERSONM-HBAITH 

•General  Medical  Core  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

4755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNAy  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION; 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Tax  Planning  And  Preparation 
Small  Business  Accounting  Services 

Linda  O’Leary 

•  Reasonable  Rates 

•  Professioanl  Service 

•  Evening  and  Weekend 
Appointments 


BOSTON,  MA 


(617)  782-2452 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


H 


E  I  P  W  A  N  T  F  n 

NEW  SOCIETY  PUBLISHERS 

seeks  new  collective  members  for  book  production  and 
shipping/fulfillmel.  Responsibilities  also  include 
editing,  books,  sharing  management,  and  requires  a 
commitment  to  non-violence  and  feminism.  Full  time, 
$12,0(X),  good  benefits.  Apply  for  details.  Flic  Shooter, 
NSP  4527  Springfield  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19143. 
_ (31) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-lOpm  $l77/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _  (38) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

‘Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

‘Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
‘Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

MEDICAL  ADMINISTRATOR 

Full  time  position  available  im¬ 
mediately  for  experienced  manager  to 
perform  administrations  functions 
for  FCHC  medical  department.  In¬ 
cludes  budget  preparation  and  monit¬ 
oring,  staff  recruitment,  scheduling, 
coordination  of  in-service  training 
program,  monthly  statistical  repor¬ 
ting,  and  administrative  supervision 
of  four  program  coordinators.  Re¬ 
quires  minimum  of  B.S.  in  Nursing, 
N.P.  preferred,  and  at  least  three 
years  experience. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 

Full  time  position  for  NP  experienced 
in  working  wiht  substance  abusers,  to 
join  staff  of  Drug  Abuse  and  Health 
Care  Services  (DAHCS)  Project,  an 
innovative  program  to  provide  pri¬ 
mary  health  care  services  to  clients  of 
substance  abuse  treatment  programs. 
Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  multi¬ 
disciplinary  team. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER  OR 
PHYSICIAN  ASSISTANT 

Challenging  full  or  part  time  position 
for  NP  or  PA  interested  in  HIV- 
related  illness,  to  join  staff  of 
Metropolitan  Area  HIV  Services 
(MAHS)  Project.  Innovative  HIV 
treatment,  consultation/teaching  to 
area  providers,  primary  care,  with 
multi-disciplinary  team. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIAN 

Full  time  positions  available  for 
BC/BE  internists  or  family  physi¬ 
cians  in  community  health  center  spe¬ 
cializing  in  gay  and  lesbian  health. 
Must  have  special  interest  in  HIV  and 
primary  care.  Involves  working  with 
nurse  practitioners  and  physician 
assistants,  and  may  involve  consulta¬ 
tion  and  HIV  education  to  other 
community  health  providers. 

HIV  PHONE  COUNSELOR 

Half  time  position  in  anonymous 
HIV  testing  program.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  telephone  communication  and 
organizational  skills.  Knowledge  of 
HIV/AIDS  issues  helpful.  Bilingual 
ability  in  English  and  Spanish  or  Por¬ 
tuguese  is  required. 

BILLING  CLERK 

Full  time  position  for  well-organized, 
efficient,  responsible  person  to  work 
in  FCHC  billing  office  includes  pro¬ 
cessing  and  filing  claims,  data  entry, 
telephone  contact  and  correspond¬ 
ence  with  patients  and  insurers.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  business  or  health  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  familiarity  with 
medical  terminology  and  some  book¬ 
keeping  helpful,  but  not  required. 

UNIT  COORDINATOR 

Immediate  opening  for  part  time 
front  desk  staff  to  work  some  even¬ 
ings  and  weekends.  Must  be  friendly 
and  efficient,  and  have  excellent  tele¬ 
phone  skills. 

RECEPTIONIST 

Half  time  position,  four  to  five  even- 1 
ings  per  week,  to  answer  switch¬ 
board,  provide  reception  for  small 
volume  of  visitors  and  clients,  do 
light  clerical  work  and  monitor  build¬ 
ing  security.  Must  be  very  reliable, 
responsible,  have  excellent  telephone  | 
manner. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,] 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personal  care  attendani  for  disabled  lesbian  feminist  an 
therapist.  Either  Wed.  8;30a.m.  to  Friday  8:.30a.m.  (48 
hours),  $200  clear/wcek  or  alternate  weekends  Friday 
8:.30a.m.  to  Monday  8;30a.m.  (72  hours)  $.325 
clear/wcekend.  I.ifting,  driving,  personal  care,  l.ight 
sleeper,  non-smoker  preferred.  I  year  minimum  com- 
mit ment .  Call  524-092 1 . _ (ii) 

The  National  Lesbian  Conference  is  hiring  two  National 
Staffers. 

ORGANIZER/I.ESBIAN  ACTIVIST  to  coordinate 
work  from  the  national  office  in  Atlanta,  GA  this 
organizer  will  work  with  the  National  steering  commit¬ 
tee,  the  work  committees  and  the  Atlanta  committee  on 
logistics,  networking,  accessibility,  media,  some  fun¬ 
draising,  programming,  etc.  (start  March  26,  I  WO,  end 
May  91  —  Salary  —  $16K  to  $20K).  .Send  cover  letter 
and  resume  to:  NI.C,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Albany,  N.Y. 
12203  by  Feb.  28th. 

FUNDRAISER  to  coordinate  National  Fundraising 
from  the  national  office  in  Atlanta,  CiA.  She  will  work 
with  the  national  and  local  fundraisers  to  raise  sufficient 
money  for  national  expenses,  fundraising  will  include 
personal  solicitation,  direct  mail,  raising  funds  from 
local,  state  and  national  organizations,  grant  writing 
and  some  event  work.  At  least  three  years  experience 
necessary.  Start  April  1990,  end  April  IWI.  Salary  range 
—  $16K  to  $20K  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  cover  let¬ 
ter  to;  NI.C,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Albany,  N.Y.  12203  by 
Feb.  28th.  (32) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


H 


A 


SOMERVILLE 

Sunny,  spacious,  clean  2-3  BR  apt.  Newly  renovated,  hard¬ 
wood  flrxirs,  carpeting.  $675/mo.  w/o  util.  Avail  4/1,  call 

613-08.30. _  _ 

AFFOROABU  APARTMENT/OWNERSHIP 
Boston,  Fenway  apts.  in  recently  renov.,  limited  equity  Cwp 
bldg.  $54<W!88/montn  minus  tax  savings  includ.  5.5%  int. 
morg.  payment,  ht.,  a/c,  w/w,  d/w,  cable  hookup,  laun.  fac., 
conv.  to  T,  low  cost  parking.  Must  cam  $l8-50/yr  and  share 
ownership  responsibility.  Rcq.  $5-10,000  down.  Total  cost 
$19-25,000.  536-7238  leave  name,  address,  phone. _ (31) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  column.'.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Q 


Q  R 


SALE 


MUST  SELL  TYPEWRITER 

IBM  Portable.  Memory  Daisy  Wheel  very  adaptable. 
Foreign  lang.  etc....Neato  keen.  Call  Rachelle  232-1643 
or  623-3414.  Instruction  book  included. 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I18G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn- 
keepers. _  (42) 


RC.AN  IZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:(X).  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $l.00NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
l(X)18 _  _  (7) 


OVER 


THE  |IM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  resprect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
Lie.  and  INS. 

6-184a_ 
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TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN's  "Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4169. 


TV  VCR  MICROWAAVE 

3L  looking  for  L  for  comfy  Brighton  home.  Safe 
neighborhood,  near  trans.,  laundry.  Lovely  room,  no 
pets,  smoke  ok  on  balcony.  237.50-plus.  Avail,  immed. 
782-3567. _ 

Lesbian  Roommate  wanted  for  friendly,  tidy,  small, 
cute,  inexpensive  (275  inc  ht  &  hw)  household  in  Som.  nr 
Camb.  Flexible,  comfortable  envir.  with  one  other  les¬ 
bian  and  cat.  Great  for  modest  incone  artist,  activist, 
student,  or  young  person.  628-0614. _ (32) 

LF  Drug/Alcohol  free,  in  Groton.  On  Commuter  Rail 
to  Boston/Gardner,  convenient  to  Nashua,  Lowell, 
Boston,  etc.!!!  $400/mo,  508-448-2289  (Limited/non- 
smoking  large  house). _ (31) 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  warm,  considerate  LF  28-plus  with 
sense  of  humor  to  share  sunny  apt,  in  E.  Arlington  near 
Spy  Pond.  W/D,  porches,  near  T.  No  smokers,  no  more 
pels,  please.  300-plus.  Call  648-4107. _ (31) 

2  ea.sy-going  and  independent  women  seek  3rd  L  30’s  to 
share  home  in  Natick.  Yard,  lake,  parking,  W/D,  cable. 
Near  Pike,  Rtes.  9  and  16.  Prefer  no  cigs,  alcohol,  pets 
(have  I  cat).  Must  have  car  and  job.  $325-plus  util. 
508-655-8618.  ^) 

SOMERVILLEfCAMBRIDGE  LINE 
2  independent  LFs  seek  3rd  to  share  3BR.  Porch,  pan¬ 
try,  w/d,  cat.  12  minul  walk  to  Harvard  Square. 
$341 -plus.  623-1588. _ ^) 

DOG  LOVER-SALEM  AREA 

.Seeking  LF  —  LF  relocating  from  Seattle  to  Salem  area 
with  yellow  lab.  No  smoke,  no  drugs,  pref.  veg.  30  and 
up.  Please  call  508-745-8047  and  leave  message.  (31) 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-filled  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  clo.se  to  public  trans.  Please,  no  smoke,  pets  or 
drugs.  Call  628-32 1 6,  leave  message.  $250-plus.  (3 1 ) 

JP  CONDO  SUBLET 

LF  household  seeks  profes.sorial  LF  or  perfect  situation 
for  lovers.  4/15  to  8/31  with  option  to  rent  beginning 
9/1.  Furnished,  2  firs,  huge  BR  with  skylight,  non- 
smoker,  near  T.  Wa.sher/dryer,  no  more  pels,  we  have 
cal.  $292  each  if  couple,  $560  if  single,  heat/h.w.  inch 
524-3417  anytime. _ (35) 

ROOMIES®  .  All  Areas!  Gay  only!  Nationwide,  too! 
(800)  272-8372,  4- 1 0PM. _ ^) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  dale.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cals.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
Near  T.  Call  522-2332. _ (M) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pels. _ ^) 


OIJSING  WANTED 

Artist  seeks  live-in  studio  to  sliare.  C^all  Georgia  783-9392.  (33) 


PARTMENTS 

Back  Bay/  Fenway,  free  rent.  No  fee.  Lrg.  sdection  of  studios, 
1  and  2  BR,  hi/hw  inch  Some  with  new  kitchens,  hdwd  firs. 
Nr  T  and  Med.  area.  247-22%. _ (32) 


UBLICATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Di.sorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
po.slage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ _ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800^35-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ ^) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE 

WORK 


99 


I’m  a  25  yr  old  butch.  I’d  like  to  write  with 
some  feminine  lesbian.  I  enjoy  sports,  music, 
and  anything  gentle.  Ernestine  (‘Tino’)  ED- 
WARDS,  Box  9(X)7,  Framingham  MA  01701. 


I’m  19,  gay,  and  am  looking  for  a  very  feminine 

female.  I’m  alone  and  need  friendship.  Please 
write.  Monica  WILSON,  152298  (576),  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 

My  interests  are  swimming,  bowling,  singing, 

writing,  poetry,  music,  movies  and  the  Bible. 
Will  be  coming  home  soon.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Deborah  ROWE,  OAI452,  Box  180, 
Muncy  PA  17756. 


_  PRISONERS:  a  gay  free  lance  journalist  and  ac¬ 
tivist  desires  letters  from  current  and  former 
Gay/Lesbian  federal,  state  or  county  prisoner 
about  their  experiences  while  incarcerated.  To 
be  used  for  series  of  articles  for  publication.  Real 
names  will  NOT  be  published.  All  letters  will 
receive  a  reply.  Write  to:  Andrew  Exier,  35-250 
Date  Palm,  Suite  260,  Cathedral  City  CA  92234. 


GJIYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo’) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50:  Connecticut  Delaware. 
District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver- 
monl.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  lirst  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
Irom  Glad  Oay  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  .span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/instilutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Welle.sley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellscley,  MA 
0^  1 . _ (ex) 

BLACKfOUT 

Special  KXh  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Det  roit ,  M I  482 19.  (ex) 


A  prisoner  told  us  that  FREE  copies  are 
available  of:  Federal  Rules  of  Criminal  Pro¬ 
cedure;  Fed.  Rules  of  Appellate  Proc;  Fed.  Rules 
of  Civil  Proc;  and  Fed.  Rules  of  Evidence. 

Write  to:  US  House  of  Representatives,  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Judiciary,  Washington  DC  20515. 
(They  have  run  out  of  copies  before,  so  don’t  be 
surprised  if  you  don’t  get  anything;  but  they  niay 
have  made  some  more  (?). 

If  you  have  an  extra  stamp,  please  let  GCN 
know  if  this  info  is  still  right  or  not.  THANKS! 

GM  26  Puerto  Rican  seeking  Bi  or  GM  for 
friendship.  I'm  HIV  positive  and  very  much  en¬ 
joy  reading  your  paper.  It 's  very  lonely  here.  I'll 
answer  all  letters.  /  go  by  'Eddie'.  Edwardo 
DIAZ,  EF-230070,  D-II9,  Box  7150,  Garden 
City  GA  31408, _ 

My  friends  call  me  ‘Stephanie  Lynn '  but  /  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  in  prison,  so  I  have  to  be  written  by, 
the  name  below.  Em  34,  long  hair,  and  a 
smooth  sexy  nicely  shaped  ass.  rm  very  femme, 
a  transsexual,  into  very  handsome  masculinel 
men.  I'm  enrolled  to  become  a  paralegal. 
Thank  you  for  your  help.  Thomas  CHAD-' 
WICK,  84279,  Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  42038. 

I  am  27,  have  a  very  nice  body,  and  my  likes  are 
boatin,  fishing,  camping,  riding  horses  and  be¬ 
ing  with  other  gay  guys.  /  would  like  to  write  so¬ 
meone.  Willie  IVEY,  Box  137,  Tillery  AC 
27887. _ 

/  am  a  political  prisoner  who  strongly  believes 
in  fundamental  freedom  and  self-expression.  / 
am  currently  writing  a  book  of  esoteric  and 
erotic  poetry.  Em  seeking  an  interesting,  un¬ 
conventional  friendship.  Em  not  materialistic, 
meaning  that  /  value  things  such  as  strength  and 
honesty  above  money.  Hoping  someone  would 
like  to  write.  JERMARR,  ARNOLD,  C-81494 
(W-342),  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 

/  did  receive  the  GCN  which  I  DO  enjoy 
reading!  and  /  will  share  it  with  my  gay  brothers 
_  (and  ‘sisters ')  in  this  cold  place.  The  thoughts  of 

B  persons  like  you  is  what  help  us  to  feel  better 
and  believe  in  ourselves.  I  would  very  much  like 
to  he  able  to  write  someone  as  a  friend.  Facun- 
do  AL  VARADO,  84B  396,  Box  149,  Attica  NY 
1401 1. _ 

29  yr  old  handsome  gay  male,  jock  type,  college  | 

grad,  into  music  and  literature.  Non  smoker. 
Lonely.  Please  write.  David  FIGLUS,  148706, 
2500  .8.  Sheridan  Rd,  Muskegon  MI  49443. 

Eve  been  on  my  own  since  /  was  14.  Since  Eve 
only  known  hustlers,  thiefs,  druggies,  etc.  Ed  I 
like  to  inquire  if  someone  of  your  readers  (of 
GCN)  would  like  to  become  friends  with  me 
and  to  write.  Em  gay,  27,  enjoy  all  sports  and  \ 
music,  art  work  and  long  conversations.  Steve 
LaPOINTE,  096836  (A-N-IO),  3950  Tiger  Bay 
Rd,  Daytona  Beach  EL  32024.  _ 

GM,  nice  build,  doing  life  in  Folsom,  enjoys 
sexy  letters.  Hobbies  are  pumping  iron,  sports, 
reading,  writing  and  art.  Would  love  to  hear 
from  anyone  interested  in  corresponding  with  a 
gay  boy  for  fun  and  adventure.  Willie  ‘Lucky’ 
SOUZA,  C-15595,  AI-122,  Box  29,  Represa 
CA  95671. 


Gay  man  looking  for  friendship  or  long  lasting 

relationship.  I  have  brown  hair  and  eyes  and  am 
very,  very  lonely.  Terry  WILSON,  155445,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

Lonely  Black  Butch  Bisexual  Male  seeking  lone¬ 

ly  bisexual  male  or  female  for  longterm  pen- 
ship.  I’m  33  but  feel  23.  Please  write  me  at: 
Hillard  LONDON,  B-048279  (211),  Housin4,3, 
Box  628040,  Orlando  FL  32862. _ 

I  admire  and  would  like  to  write  a  person  of 
high  principles  and  honest  nature.  I’m  23,  Black 
and  Portuguese/ltalian.  That’s  all  you  get  for 
now.  Indulge  yourself.  Gianni  G(3mES,  PO 
Box  29,  D-97767,  Represa  CA  95671. 

Gay  male  seeks  correspondence  with  anyone! 
Age,  sex,  or  race  unimportant.  Interests  include 
movies,  NAMBLA,  and  traveling.  Prisoners 
welcome.  Charles  ALLEN,  463146,  Rt  I  Box  I, 
Huntsville  TX  77349. _ 

/  would  like  to  write  some  gay  or  bi  men  who 
are  understanding.  I  was  put  in  here  for  ‘intent ' 
when  I  have  no  physical  crime  at  all.  Thank  you 
for  your  time.  Daniel  PALOZIE,  061824,  Box 
747,  Starke  FL  32091. _ 

GM,  27,  Italian  with  sleeve  tatoos,  enjoys  the 
submissive  end  of  S&M.  Sometimes  enjoys  be¬ 
ing  fisted,  but  even  a  fist  can 't  fill  the  void  in 
my  heart.  Em  lonely.  I'd  like  to  write  someone 
who  might  be  interested  in  a  friend.  David 
WYRICK,  088145,  BoxSOO.Olustee  FL  32072. 
Looking  for  FOREIGN  penpals ! 

I  would  like  to  have  a  penpal  in  anotner  country 
if  someone  is  interested?  Joe  LYNN,  150978, 
3-C-21,  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MO 
63640. _ 

Gay  male,  26,  6’7”,  225  lbs,  seeks  penpals  for 
friendship.  Interests  include  poetry,  sports,  and 
reading.  Due  to  leave  prison  in  1991,  but  for 
now  I’m  all  alone.  Ronald  CAMPBELL, 
N-30537,  Box  711,  Menard  IL  62259. _ 

I’ve  been  gay  for  28  yrs  of  my  life  (I’m  38  now). 

I  We  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  in  here.  I’m  not 
asking  for  pity,  just  some  understanding  and 
some  good  conversation,  which  is  far  and  in 
between  in  here.  Keith  LAMBERT,  095045, 
U-l-N-1 1,  Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091 


I 


GM,  26,  into  everything  except  ‘beets’.  Lover 
of  Bach,  the  beach,  beer,  and  the  bar.  Life  is 
hard  and  full  of  strife;  write  me  so  I  can  add 
you  to  my  life.  Scott  JONES,  D-69777,  Box 
500,  Bed  389L,  Chino  CA  91708. 


I  have  seen  and  experienced  a  lot  and  have 
stood  up  and  fought  a  lot  for  my  rights,  which  I 
know  your  readers  do  also.  I  would  like  to  seek 
friendship  by  writing  someone  if  possible.  Ed¬ 
win  ANDERSON,  35824,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS 
66043. 


THANKS  for  your  info  on  JOBS,  Here  in  MO. 
they  won’t  take  the  time  to  respond.  That’s  how 
the  pointy-toed,  shit-kickin,  goat-trpopers  treat 
gays  here.  I’d  like  to  write  someone.  Race,  color 
and  looks  not  important.  Please  write.  Mark 
TWILEGAR,  Box  900  —  168816,  Jefferson  Ci- 
ty  MO  65102. _ 

Hi!  I’m  looking  for  someone  to  share 
something  special  with,  including  ideas  and 
feelings  and  problems  (and  joys!)  of  our  lives.  I 
will  send  photo  if  you  like.  Michael  JENKINS, 
149682,  PO  Box  7  (2-D568),  Moberly  MO 
65270 


jay  I 

I  could  develop  a  meaningful  relationship  with. 
I’m  32,  but  look  early/mid  20s,  with  smooth 
hairless  body.  Sexually  Fr  A/P,  and  Gr  P.  Rick 
FROBETER,  873216,  Box  30,  Pendleton  IN 
46064. 

Looking  for  MUSICIANS  !!! 

I’m  an  Afro-American  drummer  from 
New  Orleans  and  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  musicians,  either  male  or  female.  I 
can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Rodney 
DUNN.  183353,  500  Orange  Ave  Circle, 
Belle  Glade  FL  33430. 
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23  Friday  □  Kelly  Edwards 
and  Lea  DeLaria  in 
Dos  Lesbos  to  benefit 
FCHC’s  Building  Project. 
Sleeper  Hall  Auditorium, 
871  Commonwealth  Ave., 
Boston.  8pm.  $12,  $15. 


Cambridge  □  Blame  it  on  the  Big  Banana,  a 

musial-comedy  buriesque  by  Abe  Rybeck,  premieres  in  a 
workshop  production  at  MIT’s  Kresge  Theatre.  Through 
2/25.  Thurs.-Sat.,  8pm.  Sun.,  $10.  262-1207. 

23  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arling¬ 
ton  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Red  Shades  Affinity  Group  presents  the 
films  Illusions  and  international  Sweethearts  of 
Rhythm  at  j.P.  High  School,  144  McBride  Street.  $5. 
more  or  less.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


Boston  □  Body  Electric;  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  SSI  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

i  Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 


■  1 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed.  No 
phone  calls,  puh-leeze! 

1 7  Saturday 

Somerville  □  Heart  Throb,  a  benefit  dance  presented 
by  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and  Surroundings, 
featuring  The  Giriillas.  To  benefit  Respond,  a  shelter  for 
battered  women  and  their  children.  Stephen  James 
House,  I  Davenport  Road,  Porter  Square.  8:30.  $5  in  ad¬ 
vance,  $7  at  the  door.  Lisa,  628-2532  or  Mike,  628-2643. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  monthly  meeting  at  the  Lindemann  Center,  25 
Suniford  Street.  l:30-4pm.  $1. 

1 8  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  After  the  Lovin’,  post  Valentine's 
dance  party  to  help  send  Boston’s  lesbian  soccer  team  to 
the  1990  Gay  Games.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
MSI  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  $5. 

19  Monday 

Cape  Cod  □  Gay  Men’s  Support  Group  holds  a 
meeting  at  the  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalist’s  Dawes 
Hall,  1969  Main  Street  (Rt.  6A),  Brewster.  7;30pm. 

20  Tuesday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  for  people  affected 
by  HIV,  presents  The  Letter  “W”  for  People  Who 
are  HIV-positive  at  338  Newbury  Street.  6:30-8pm. 
Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  preregister. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  present 
guest  speaker  Dr.  Marshall  Forstein,  at  the  Lindemann 
Center,  25  Staniford  Street.  8-IOpm.  742-7897. 

21  Wednesday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

meet  at  Doyle’s  Cafe  on  Washington  Street.  6:30pm. 
Mike.  327-5669. 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  meets  at  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  For  info  call  828-3039. 

22  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN;  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  for  people  affeaed 
by  HIV  presents  Taking  Care  of  Ourselves:  New  At¬ 
titudes  for  Public  Safety,  338  Newbury  Street. 
6:30-8pm.  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 


Boston  □  Kelly  Edwards  and  Lea  Delaria  in  Dos  Lesbos 
to  benefit  the  FCHC’s  Building  Project.  Sleeper  Hall 
Auditorium,  871  Commonwealth  Ave.  8pm.  $12  in  ad¬ 
vance,  $15  at  the  door. 

24  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Contra  Dance  at 

the  First  Church  of  j.P.,  comer  of  Center  and  Eliot  Sts. 
8-1 1  pm.  $5. 

Dorchester  □  Mardi  Gras  Party  sponsored  by  Dor¬ 
chester  GALA.  8pm.  For  more  info  call  825-3737. 

Boston  □  Meeting  Men,  a  workshop  for  gay  men  spon¬ 
sored  by  AIDS  Action  Committee.  51  Stuart  Street.  lOam- 
3pm.  For  more  info  call  437-6200,  ext  298. 

25  Sunday 

Boston  □  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay’s 
Second  Annual  National  Day  of  Remembrance  for 
Black  Gays  and  Lesbians.  At  the  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  Sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbian  and  Gays.  3-Spm. 

March  I  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  Spm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

2  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  S-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 


Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7;30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  131  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $S  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  2/19  Bisexuality,  2/26  Can 
women  be  sexist!  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8-IOpm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Gary,  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  2/20  Living 
Situations,  2/27  Involvement  with  difficult  personalities. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-IOpm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30>plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8;30pm.  2/20 
Living  in  the  Boondocks.  2/27  Setting  limits.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9;30pm.  354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo;  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  sepa¬ 
rately  6:4S-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  523-7363  or 
I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7;30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

,  Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Colleaive.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1 1  IS. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  4I3/S27-53I0. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospiul,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  mate  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8;30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  5t.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Internal  Affairs.  Directed  by  Mike  Figgis.  With 
Andy  Garcia.  Richard  Gere  and  Laurie  Metcalf. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

I’m  a  big-lime  sucker  for  homoerotic 
crime  movies,  even  though  the  “homo” 
element  is  too  often  dangled  as  a  mere 
limp  tease.  Or  worse,  a  gay  angle  is  used  to 
imply  sophistication,  but  ultimately  serves 
to  portray  a  character’s  degeneration  or 
“perversion.”  Still,  there’s  a  grand  and 
often  wryly  humorous  tradition  of  same-sex 
attractions  in  the  crime  genre;  from  ’30s 
gangster  films  to  Hitchcock’s  Strangers  on  a 
Train  to  the  perfectly  sanguine  Lethal 
Weapon  series,  male  buddies  on  all  sides  of 
the  so-called  law  cavort  through  clandestine 
capers,  winking  their  undying  loyalty.  There 
are  even  a  few  (albeit  very  few)  women’s  ex¬ 
amples.  Remember  Debra  Winger  and  Ther¬ 
esa  Russell  scoping  each  other  out  in  the 
otherwise  unremarkable  Black  Widowl 
So  imagine  my  pleasure  at  anticipating  a 
new  crime  thriller.  Internal  Affairs,  starring 
its.  ..  the  sleek  GQ  duo  of  Andy 
Garcia  and  Richard  Gere, 
along  with  tough-as-nails 
fellow  cop  Laurie  Metcalf  (who  also  plays  a 
cop  and  sister  on  TV’s  Roseanne).  All  kinds 
of  queer  undertones,  I  thought,  along  with 
the  promise  of  a  taut,  sinister  tale  of  corrup¬ 
tion.  My  kind  of  movie. 

But  no.  The  corruption  in  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  turns  out  to  be  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
filmmakers  —  director  Mike  Figgis  and 
screenwriter  Henry  Bean  —  who  present  one 
of  the  vilest,  most  woman-hating  films  to  be 
churned  out  of  Hollywood  in  some  time. 
The  entire  movie  hinges  on  the  men  abusing 
each  other’s  wives  (and  their  own)  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  breadth  of  their  manhood.  The 
fact  that  Metcalf  plays  the  part  of  a  relative¬ 
ly  dignified  lesbian  character  is  little  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  smarminess  of  the  film  as  a 
whole. 

Internal  Affairs  concerns  the  predatory 
relationship  between  two  Los  Angeles 
policemen,  experienced  street  cop  Dennis 
Peck  (Gere)  and  fresh-from-the-academy 
internal  affairs  officer  Raymond  Avila 
(Garcia).  While  trying  to  dig  up  dirt  within 
the  L.A.P.D.,  Avila  begins  to  suspect  Peck 
of  masterminding  the  most  heinous  corrup¬ 
tion  in  the  department.  Along  with  his 
senior  partner  Amy  Wallace  (MetcalO, 


Infernal  affairs 

The  hope  for  queer  undertones  in  this  detective  flick 
is  dashed  by  misogyny 


Richard  Gere  (I)  and  William  Baldwin  in  'Internal  Affairs’ 


Avila  sets  out  to  expose  the  sneering,  con¬ 
descending  Peck.  Other  cops  and  robbers 
get  caught  in  the  blood-soaked  crossfire, 
while  Peck  and  Avila  engage  in  an  increas¬ 
ingly  vicious  grudge  match  that  goes  from 
flirting  to  jeering  to  fisticuffs,  and  always 
involves  a  verbal  volley  about  pussy.  In  one 
of  the  movie’s  only  humorous  moments,  the 
Justifiably  irritated  Wallace  says  to  Avila, 
“Why  don’t  you  both  just  whip  ’em  out  and 
I’ll  tell  you  guys  which  one  is  bigger?” 

Yes,  penis  size  is  one  unifying  theme  of 
Internal  Affairs,  and  breast  size  runs  a  close 
second.  (Though  in  classic  objectifying 
fashion,  we  see  tons  of  lurid  breast  shots  and 
nary  a  single  glimpse  of  a  cock.)  Except  for 
Wallace,  every  woman  in  the  film  struts  her 
kittenish  self  in  magically  tight  outfits.  They 
are  tarted  up  and  teased  and  willing  to  strip 
at  the  slightest  gesture  from  Dennis  Peck, 
and  many  of  them  are  brutally  victimized. 
(Read:  beaten  or  murdered.)  All  of  this 
abuse,  which  critics  have  had  the  gall  to 
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describe  as  seductive,  takes  place  amidst 
pseudo-arty  backdrops  accompanied  by  car- 
toonish  dialogue.  Case  in  point:  “You  don’t 
need  a  sable  brush,  yours  is  fine.  You  just 
need  to  dip  it  more  often.”  Prrr.  Prrr. 

Internal  Affairs  doesn’t  shy  from  the 
most  hackneyed  sexist  convention  in  the 
book.  A  woman  is  verbally  assaulted,  hit 
and  left  crumpled  on  the  floor  by  her  jealous 
husband.  Soon  thereafter,  she  comes  back 
to  him,  professes  her  innocence  and  looks  at 
him  with  wet  eyes;  they  fall  into  a  passionate 
embrace.  As  if  to  say,  “That’s  what  I  need¬ 
ed  from  you  all  along,  my  darling.”  The 
movie  lets  out  its  racist  steam,  too,  in  a  scene 
in  which  Avila,  a  Latino  cop,  gets  angry. 
Presented  from  the  outset  as  an  aloof,  con¬ 
trolled,  stereotypically  cool  guy,  Avila  sud¬ 
denly  gets  pissed  and  explodes  with  a  ven¬ 
omous  stream  of  Spanish.  As  if  this  “hot- 
blooded”  release  is  tied  intrinsically  to  his 
heritage.  What  started  as  an  interesting  set¬ 
up  —  a  Latino  cop  dealing  with  his  white. 


racist  colleagues  —  fizzles  into  just  another 
reprehensible  element  of  the  movie. 

As  for  homoeroticism,  after  a  few  glimps¬ 
es  of  the  despicable  Peck  (who  knows  if 
Gere  does  a  good  acting  job?  He’s  just  a 
mirror-shaded  mask  of  evil),  1  lost  any 
curiosity  about  all  the  suggestive  stare- 
downs.  I  suspect  director  Figgis  exploited 
the  appeal  of  his  hunky  leading  men  by 
throwing  these  in,  along  with  a  couple  of 
gropes,  but  any  real  spark  between  the  char¬ 
acters  is  banished  early  on  as  they  start  the 
loathsome  battering  of  wives.  There’s  no 
gay  male  subtext  here.  Just  marketing.  And 
Metcalf  does  an  admirable  job  as  the 
closeted  lesbian,  though  her  prim  attire  and 
do-good  ways  make  for  a  rather  sour  char¬ 
acter.  Nonetheless,  I  enjoyed  her  semi- 
butch  delivery,  especially  the  scene  where 
she  tips  her  hand  to  Avila  by  eyeing  a  comely 
woman  with  humorous  panache.  1  just  wish 
this  scenario  were  in  a  different  movie;  in  In¬ 
ternal  Affairs,  it  reeks  of  the  shallow  mis¬ 
conception  that  dykes  are  just  like  the  guys. 

As  a  thriller.  Internal  Affairs  works  to 
some  degree,  though  1  found  myself  not  car¬ 
ing.  The  twists,  turns,  surprise  revelations, 
unexpected  snuffings,  etc.,  are  played  out 
amidst  an  entirely  flat,  deadening  storyline. 
The  most  interesting  element  in  the  film  is 
the  lack  of  loyalty  among  the  men,  the  cons¬ 
tant  double-crosses  that  heightens  the  aura 
of  paranoia  in  the  guys’  clubhouse  (the 
precinct).  But  even  this  glimmer  of  sub¬ 
stance  is  spoiled  when  Avila  responds  to  the 
edginess  by  trashing  his  wife.  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  remains  misogynist  to  the  very  end, 
with  Peck  sputtering  some  hypocritical  non¬ 
sense  about  loving  his  family.  I  guess  this  is . 
supposed  to  be  ironic.  □ 

Elizabeth  Pincus  writes  movie  reviews  and 
detective  fiction. 
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